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. ON my FER Harrioty 1 

any father goes on at this rate l ball . 
be tetupted to elope with the fut 
| {mart ted: or indeed any be 
that comes in my way—evenout ©: 
mild; geatle Fanny n. 1 
Vor. I. 1 atietice Eo ] 
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patience with the monaſtic fiile of life . 
be compels vs to lead—Moft other 

fathers take ſome little pains to ſet of! 
their daughters to the. beſt advantage, 

| with the view of getting them agree- 
ally and! alivantageouſly Aetiled in 

E life— but ours, (and heaven knows 

tie is not from the ſuperabundance of 

bis affection,) ſeems determined to 
make abſolute nuns of us. Vou, my 
dear, rave moſt pethetically at his 

; 8 — to let us accept your kind 

— have we, child. like 
an two heroines in tragedy; but, 
alas! hat avalls it nothing 
. nd doubt, took plaer 
| ; Vithout as; and while we; were vents 


© wg: aur ſpleen on every an 
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tame in dur way, you were flicting 
I. moſt delightfully with every beau 
chat came in yours— „ Tis pitiful; | 
yea, tis wandrous pitiful: — and 
tv; worſt is, I ſee no hopes of a 
change for the better. Some girls. 
bare coufins.and qunts by the dozen, 
Who, if fo inclined, have it in their 
power to ſhow them a thouſand * 2 3 
vilities: but. our, gaod father ſeems t to 
dhe the only twig leſt of his 1 
generation, creep bis plump ſoul 4 
a ſiſter; Who, to do her juſtice, i is, - 
was going to ſay) worth a thow: | 
land of him, but luckily recollecked 
4 the ſpeech would bave been none of 
the moſt peel and fo 6 ink 
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ee the inflexibility of his temper; 
"and frequently feels the effects of it 
for her pains. Our dear Charles 3 18 
all 3 in all with him; ww we, poor 
"girls, are looked upon as a mere in- 
' cumbrance: :— his whole ſoul is fer 
on Having every farthing he can, in 

order to leave his darling heir an af- 
fait fortune — This is his plan; : 
well o I know it, and well does 
our handſome brother merit his af- 
fection — this wwe readily allow — 
but it is hard he has not a little to 
9 for us alſo. He perpetually 
ſays girls ſhould have no fortunes ; 
it only renders them objects for fel 
1008, who have bone, to ek after, 


"who would marry chem 2 4. 
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their caſh, were they as old and ugly, 
at the An - 1, — Is not this docrine 
a well - contrived, apology for his 
ridiculous maxim 5 It is well Known 
he has a large eſtate ; but he takes 
all imaginable care to let it be as well. 
known we are to expect a very gen ot 
der ſhare of .. fo unleſs our 
charms ſhould have the good fortune, 
to captivate ſome ſuperannuated, — 
humdrum ſoul of an old batchelor. 2 
or widower, who, may be {cized-with; 
the whim of fighing for 2 handſome . 2 
. young wife, to nurſe and ſee thee bees 1 
decently laid in their graves, we max 3 
; even, make up our minds ta an, 25 1 
as, {pinſters till we go N = 
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has formed hopes of this 3 joyous 3. 
ture; fince to fach beings as above. 
* deſcribed, and only to ſuch,” are his 
caſtle gates opened, without viſible 
reluctance. He inveighs'moft po- 

| erfully apainft the preſent” race of 

| young idle fallows; as he calls them; 
aud ſwrars he des not know one to 
li. whom be would confent to give ü, 

B were they even to take us wirhout 4 
ſoxperice; This fe ſays, Harrior; hut 
I'beg leave to doubt the fi; for T 
believr in my cotrſcience he would 
kcjdice to be fairly and honourably 
nn quit of us. Honourabty, I ſay; be⸗ 
4 cdu, 10 do bim juſtice, T muff add, 
4 ns mam can be more ſerupulouſly 


3 in that article. His ideas of 
n 


(+ 5 
female decor um, propriety; Se. el 
are even outrageoefly ſtrict v yet 
he ſees not that his conduct and be- 
| Haviour- to us would almoſt /excuſe 
| het ws we; in an eval 
bour, to.. 75 but ler hor 
fuppote it: Mas - Harriot, thank 
heaven, highly 'difagreenble de nr 
tuation is, J truſt we ſhalP never de 
"tempted to fwerve from the path 6f 
virtue; nay, even of our dütytni 
him; unleſs be ſhould: indeed , 
us to extremities; which; W 
Lam at this moment at bim, T WAI 
not believe he will. As to th © 
tiele of fortune, 1 make were 

aur caly: about it; for welk dd 
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E varacity or tender affection. Would 


E71 
I know, our noble - minded, gene- 
rous Charles ſentiments. Whatever 
my father may actually mean to do 
in that aſſair, well, do I know my 


| other auld ſet all . maziers 


= 9 He - has ſaid 133 dare | 
and I have not a doubt; either of his 


to heaven his regiment were returned 
from that vile America: it cannot 
vo L think, be long ere it does res; | 
turn, ince we haye finiſhed our, 
matters there. moſt gloriouſiy you 
Knope. A, joyous day will it be to. 
por Fanny and, me, vou may well 
belie pe, Add Your, prayers to ours, 


Wait. : 8 | 4. 4 my 


8 [98] | 
my dear, that it may not be a very 
diſtant one; and never more preſume 


to doubt my being moſt truely 5 
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we as we are, you will 
confeſs it is exceedingly-natural for 
us to make the moſt of any incident 
{| _ likely to afford either an hour's in- 
ñnocent amuſement, or a ſubject to fill 
up a page or epiſtle : — one which 
occurred a day or two ago has already 5 
ſerved the firſt purpoſe, and is now] 
going to ſerve the ſecond — we have 
bhondured it with the pompous name 
of an adventure: you may call it 
What you pleaſe. The morning of 
the above-mentioned day, my father 
and aunt were ſet at piquet; I was 
ring to you; and Fanny, with 
her 


12 
her lute, had ſtrolled to our favourite 
ſummer houſe, from: which vou 
know, we have ſo fine and extenſce 
a view of the adjacent country. 


I muſt now deſire you will rect ws | 


your memory the particular tuation 
of it, that you may the more eaſily; 
_ comprehend me. lt ſtands on an 
eminenoe, not not very far fromthe per 
wal which has, as yo muſt re- 
member, not only a ddor into the: 
ſaid park, but like wiſe a key d ho 
can you have forgot; that key. encept | 
when he is graciouſly! pleaſed-t6:inw 
dulge us with @ more extenſive: am 
ble than we can take in our garden | 
is conſtantly: depoſited- moſt n 
en father's coat . 
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| afotto recollect chat there is t 
through our park, except that which 
leads to our enchanted caſtle IL 
hope vou are perfectly clear in regard 
to all theſe important matters. 
Well l, my dear, here was the gentle 
Fanny fitting, and with her lute, 
accompanied with her melodious 
vice, giving a leſſon to the nightin- 
gales around her; when bearing a | 
| noſeclike ws — of horſes, 
3 — ſhe: — 
gentleman and his ſervant ; the for- 
wer gaing on her with viſible marks 
af admiration in his moſt engagi ing 
ati expreſſive countenance. Hers 
Was ann 1 you may eaſily 


| 1 75 4 | * 8 conceive, 


ho / 


1 


| conceive, covered with a roſy bluſteg 
=—_ though: the high wall between 


— of danger, ſuppoſing this hero 
came with any wicked deſign, which 


ſand Gems he made intreating her tb; 
bels his fight a few moments longet 


m preſerved her from every poſ- 


by the bye we have neither a right 
nor any violent 'inclination to ſap; 
poſe. She ſtarted, and hurried to- 
_ wards the houſe, in ſpite of -aithous] 


with her preſence.” He might, in- 3 
— ts Hr ER 1 
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would the tender, 
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f ſoft. things he; | 1 
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would, no doubt, have uttered} * I 3 
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61 
and ſo ends my ſtory. Is this atb 
the mighty matter? cries: Harriot =: 
Reully, my good friends, you have, 
a you'fay;' given a very pompous! 
appellation to what thoſe leſs read 
in novels and romances would look 
| upon (as nothing ſupernatural 
Fruc, child ;— but did I not begin 
by aelling you we found it conve- 
1 nient to make the maſt of every 
| thing of that agrecable// nature we 
met with. For you to deſery a 
ſmart; beau bhovermg round your 
manfion; would, indetd be nothing 
I ſad: before. There is mo publi- 
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not to the houſe In fhort;/ we have: 
ſet him down as 2 knight errant; 
attended by his faithful ſquire.z . , 
take it for granted he will never geſt 
tit} he has freed the benuteous' fal- 


from her apparent ſtate-of captivity; | 
This is the light in which we'chooſe”: 
* Jeok upon it, by way of amuſe- 
ment; and highly it has anipiſecd in” 
1-give:yow my rd. We have 
formed 2 thouſand ridieulous con- 
jectures, aud büilt a many. Hiry® 

caſtles im th ſtrength of it. = dit 
very folid: foundation, yon} fop 1a) | N Y 


bur no matter. They will-probaliliye 


laſt az long as we are in the -humone? F 
| tqrocoupy them, We haue never 
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ſince AO to our ſummer bouſe, 
though there is no great reaſon to 
ſuppoſe, ſeriouſly ſpeaking, we have: 
any great chance of ſeeing him again: 
but in caſe the wWwhim ſhould have 
ſeized him to make a ſecond ap- 
Pearance, tis as Well for us not to 
make ours. I beg yon will give us 
| credit: for our prudence: all things 
conſidered, I can tell you, there is 
nos ſmall merit in it. 1 believe it 
coſts poor Fanny ſome flight — 
to 40 thus wiſely;; for ſhe: tells me, 
ort as the interview was, the- =. 
; awe: endugh of bim to pronounce 
vin certainty, that he is elegant, 
charming, und all that. To-morrow, 

en e e co; howevery! 


L 
however, we do mean to take a ſtroll 
| that WAY, and thall, without ſcruple, 
ſcat ourſelves there as uſual. — I 
would be too great a ſacriſice to give ; 
up aur favourite ſpot intirely. oy 
could neither play, .ſing,. read, nor 
work half o agreeably any. Where 
elſe. If he, too, has happened to 
{et his heart on the very ſpot he fuſt 
ſay her on, why, my dear, there, ia 7. 
no;belp for it. We muſk, take qakly." -- 3 
1 keep dhe wall between us, that. l, 
Ala and; while wende mhh MN: 
weave linle-torfer. , So adiews 4, 
11595 15290 "OPS "er paiÞ 18 I 
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© "Hoa comes of is ap Unis 
ters, my dear. 1 begin to think ir 
is not altogether bad policy — had 

there” been but x pa of knights in- 
teadd of one, I fhould Have been quite 
delighted with our fate: bar aff in 
good time; a ſecond'maty come; aud 
then — Aye, What then Wu 
| then, child, our adventures would be 
in the moſt defigbtful train imsgina- 


ble. At preſent, inderd; F mike but 


an inſignificant figure, merely con- 


fidant to the flurried, palpitating 

| Fanny, who is at this moment over- 
| u with a thouſand pleafin g 
wr | hopes, 


E 

hopes, and ten thouſand fears; which 
you ſee is ten to one; a woeful odds 
againſt her, to ſay truth: but, at 
was going to ſuy, bad not my pen, 
as uſual, run away with me; we 
yeſterday, having firſt ſeen my father 
ſafely ſeated at che card table, fate 

forth to the ſoene o sction- K det | 
rain fomething, what heaven knows, 
prompte os both to fir longer ut out 
toflet that day th fiat: Fünf 
ir is plain, Bad hopes, which me bY 
verthefefs wouldnt own. ' But : why" . 
ſRotick l have given' my ares 4 WW... 
ment's thought? yet J did, wm my y Years; = 
and the conſequence was; — 'Y 
arm in arm, adorned with' ut e "of 


ety of a pair of woc 
* 


fe 20 * 
nymphs. Tbe day nenen 
fine; a an unclouded ſky gave 2 an ex- 
. view. of the. country; gur 
books lay quietly by us on the table; 5, 
we, did not find ourſelves i in a readin "A 
humour. K anny, however, took. up, 
her lute. This did not o much engage 
her ge to prevent her. eyes. from ire 
quently; wandering on every fide, in 
Aut of an odiect, 1 plainly ſaw, ſhe. 

wah. Nec anxious, though, ow 
bopeleſs, ef Feingo ASAP L. BOW, 
— agded N voice t 9. it; 9 —— eonth, . 
veg. finging, playing. and chatting 


| * by Turns 1 for an 2 oro? No, 
= hopes, E anny, cried, I, at laſt.— be 


is 4 faithlels, 33 ain, mx. 


ae 5 nid a yall be, going. 
Dear 


tn 
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: Dat Clara, te plied ſhe; did you wk. 
ly then oppoſe T-was fimpte enough 
either to wiſh or expect! At tut 
inſtant her pretty ſperch was inter- 

rupted by the ſight of the very knight 

in queſtion. — Heavens w exclalmed 

"the dear bliſhing girl; there! there Ye 

\s! Clara, as 1 He —Sbe infiicively ; 

* caught kel vf. my arm — Let ug, 

cried the, Neareg able to breathe; let 

us 8 — What muſt He think tö find 

us here: agate? — THiAKY replisd 1, 

bow, ridiculous! did be then inaghle. 

e were to deſert it for ever” on s 
account? Sit down, my love;" and -- 

"compoſe yourſelf, . 1 hn att 

10 have a better View“ ö Hit ad. 

055 NO eueren 
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by 5 64570 — Really, my * 1 
Know not, ſaid 4; interrupting her, 
With a. ſmile; but if he: bas .a.mean- 
ing, it would be cruel not to give 
him an opportunity of telling vrhat 
it is. For my part, I lang to know 
by what means he propoſes to un- 
burden his conſcience; for certainly 
omething lies heavy on it, or he 
would not: thus haunt our dwelling. 
By this time he was come as near us 
es the envious wall ould let him. 
He aw us——bowed —kifſed:his hand 
in the maſt tender, yet reſpectful 
manner. We ſlightly returned his 
| bow with looks which we meant 
| ſhovls gignify our doubts whether 
e a erſan of our. acquaintance; 


0 ef | at. and 


. D 
and then drawing hack, 1986 if d · 
vinced he was mot, We were geinguo 
retire. Obſery ing eur motion, ſhe 
inſtantly drew a letter from his ꝓhoak · 
et, and ſeelng it chad oanght iour ne, 
he pre ſſud t ta his lips, anaſſ dexty- 
roufly- darted it over the wle a 
gallaped off; with a | VIEW; n 
doubt, that we might go in te 
| his apiſtle, leſt, if delayed, it might 
ſall· into other hands. The quaſtiam 
oughtit not to be returned, thei deal 
-unbroken; &c. Ke: — Theſe imp - 
tant donhts we-were enfcavauriogats: 
clear aprwhkute {carching or it amang 
4he>ſhrubs where it had fallen . 
Ho it would aun bern fecuedbfl! 


= * 


n 
Aber; ; but on Ang l it, the 
nnatter would admit of no farther ur- 
© -gument; for the fly wretch, awre, 1 


pPrfreſume, of our ſeruples, had put no 
ſeal to it — I will honeſtly confeſs 1 


was not ſorry for it, nay I admired 
his art; had it been ſealed, we might 
poſſibly have been tempted to do the 
vondrous prudent thing; but being 
zopen, ſhow me the miſs of ſeventeen 
ho would not have taken a peep at 


Ait. Ic happened to ſee it firſt; and 
taking it up, Well, Fanny, cried I, 


Amiling; what ſay you? ſhall I en- 


dieavour to throw it after the imper- 


dinent writer ? or will vou allow eme 


to tale one ſingle pecp at its con- 
tent? ou:would not, Jam certain, 
Won 5 touch 


** 


1 

touch it with the tip of your finger 
for the world. Nay it would be 
the higheſt poſſible breach of deco” 
rum, you know. — Dear Clara! 
how can you be ſo teazing? Well, 
well, it ſhall go then, ſaid 1 — I will 
not be ſo teazing - — After all, what * 
is it to us what it contains? 
Going. — going, - — going, cried: i, 
raiſing my arm as if on the point of 
keeping my word juſt a. going, | 
Fanny,—Stop! do ſtop one moment, 
ſaid the, bluſhing ; furely there cal 
be no great harm in ſeeing whether | 
the man writes à legible hand n LY 
Very true, my dear; and of chat; © 
vou know, one may give aſtrewT | 
gurt by the addreſs— Let me ſez 


Vox. I. * | | . Ro 764-4 4 
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* To the moſt lovely. of her ſex. —- 
Charming ! cried I beg, pray my 
dear, do you pretend a claim to it on 
thoſe terms? — How dearly you love 
to torment one, Clara ! — Why dont 
you at once, then, Fanny, be ho- 
neſt, and tell me you are dying with 
— to read every line of it, — 
There, — there — — take it, my dear; 
and much good may it do you. —1 
with. you had feen her emotions, 
Harriot, while her fine eyes were 
running it over. On my life 1 ner 
ver ſaw a creature expreſs ſuch A, Vas 
3 riety of emotions. A fear, however, 
of having done wrong was viſibly 
predominant, —Oh, Clara! cried the, 
as the Fare it into my hund. what 
would 
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U 7 1 . 
would my father. fay to:thig! —Aye, 
what indegy child, replied. I; but let 
me firſt read it, that 1 may know 
what we are to ſay to it; for that is 
the firſt tihng to be conſidered Ha- 
viug finiſhed it, I returned it to her. 

Well! Clara, what are we to think 
of it? cried ſhe, — Think! my dear, 
why that nature has given him a 
moſt inſinuating tongue; which 1 
pray heaven. may never be employed 
to-tempt my Fanny to do any thing 
inconſiſtent with her duty or her ho- 

nour. —If we are to believe all he 
ſuays, we bave no reaſon to ſuppoſe 
be has any ſuch deſign g But let * 
Fwember,. my love, were it ANG." 
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128] 
eloquently, and give as favourable an 
account of himſelf as h here does. 
We have only the word of a ſtranger 
for all theſe fine things, my dear. 
They may be true; but, alas! they 
may be falſe. No boubt they may, 
replied ſhe, with quickneſs: yet, 
Clara, one need not at once conelude 
they are. What motive can he have 
for deceiving me? that would imply 
premeditation ; whereas it is pretty 
| Plain we muſt aſcribe. the whole to 
mere accident. He declares himſelf 
'A gentleman, a man of- fortune, a 
5 3 of honour. What right have 
ue to doubt his word? his looks, 
| ol 5H my dear, his looks, gg 
you ay, would perſuade one of any 


— 


We ets gy 


6 29 1 
thing! even the very tranſient view 
I have had df them plainly tells me, 
they are moſt inſinuatingly dange- 
rous; but I ſee by that agreeable 
flutter I muſt not be too ſevere in my 
conjeQures. — Indeed, replied ſhe, I 1 


blame you not; too well do I know 
your motives for being cautious and 
ſlow. of belief; nay, 1 honour vou £ 
for it. Alas! but for the advice of... 
a dear friend like my, Clara, what . 
could I now do: And eyen your 
ſage Clary, faid I, knows not what o 
adviſe. It is a delicate point: he 
begs one o ines: but will one line ſuf- 
fice Were you to indulge biw, | it 
certainly would not — Lovely A ad 
encroacher, my dear, —But will K. 
5 C 2 n ; 
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not be neceffary, cried: ſhe, to write 
one; were it only to tell him I can 


by no means allow myſelf to enter 


without a crime 


into a correſpondence of that nature? 


This one may do in a civil way, | 
Ah! Fanny, I 


fear it will be no eaſy matter to con- 
vey that information in ſuch lan- 


guage as he will think civil — Yet 


I really believe it is neceffary to for- 
bid his coming bere again, leſt he 


L ſhould' be diſcovered by ny. father, 
| who. would not eaſily be perſuaded 


o 
„ 
bo 


it was without our knowledge and 
onſent. — You may not perhaps be 


able to prevail upon a lover, fo paſ- | 


= 
; 


1 onately devoted to your charms as 


he declares himſelf to be, to give up 
Fon his 


| 1 
his purſuit— But it may, at leaſt, 
put him upon ſeeking ſome more 
eligible means of paying his addreſ- 
fes. The preſent mode T can by no 
means approve. Adventures of this 
romantie kind do mighty well in no- 

vels, but in real life they are not the 

thing; and ſhould my father catch © 

us in the fact receiving epiites 1 in this 
way — Oh! heaven forbid, my dear 
Clara: the very thoughts of ſuch a an ; 


event chills my blood — Ves, 1 WIR 


write — I wif — ied I muſt; of 38 
will telt him the danger to which, 
his perſeverance will infallibiy expoſe 
us —T will at once put an end td 3 
his hopes—If you can, fay, Tiony 7 
but take my word for it, that Wir 
W C4 _ 


9 
* 
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En 1 
be no eaſy taſk... A Lover's hopes 
increaſe. by the difficulties they meet 
with; at leaſt their deſires, and that 


is pretty much the ſame thing: but 


go, my love, and try what you can 
do. I tremble as much as you do at 


the thoughts of what would be the | 
; conſequence, were he to be ſeen by 


my father — Away ſhe then went; 


and ſoon returned with the civil als 
[| tle. —If any thing « can do it, ſaid I, 
4 after reading it, this will. e had 

no opportunity that day of convey- 


ing it; but early the next morning 
we went and threw 1 it over the wall: 


t was ſo early, indeed, that we did 
not ſuppoſe he could be there; but 


our r impatience to end the buſineſs 
| would 


(38 | 
would not let us wait, leſt ſomething. 
might happen. to prevent us having 
another opportunity. Having got it 
 fafely over, we went up to the ſum- 
merhouſe, where we could ſee What 
became of it, reſolving to wait there 
till it was time to go in to breax- 
faſt — but we had no occaſion to 
ſtay ſo long; the firſt thing we ſaw 
was his ſervant, galloping through 


the park full ſpecd, impatient, I pre- 


ſume, to carry his prize to his ma- 
ſter. How long the poor quire bad 
been in waiting, heaven knows; but 


in waiting he had been we found; 


and I preſume he was not a little a 
lighted to find his labour | bad not 
been in vain. . they can have KG 


taken 4 
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taken up their abode heaven only 
knows: it can be in no gentleman's 
ſeat hereabouts I preſume, ſince he 
declares himfelf a ſtranger. It muſt 
then be at fome farm houſe: and will 
not a man of his appearance give riſe 
to a thouſand ſuſpicions in the neigh- 
bourhood? A figure like his cannot 
paſs unnoticed; that is impoſſible. 
What, then, will people think ? but 
it is little matter what, ſo we are 


daut fairly quit of his viſits. Theſe, 
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however, are only my ſentiments on 
the ſubject. Poor Fanny, I fear, 
does not look. upon the affair with 
quite ſo much indifference; nor can 
I wonder, admitting the account he 
. of dime to be true. His 

44. , | =—_ 
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perſon is but too engaging; and his 
letter tbe moſt eloquent that ever 
was penned; put theſe ſeduting cir- 
e eee Harriot⸗ then 

judge what effect they may but too | 
naturally produce- in a young, att» | 
leſs,  inexperienced-heart-like bes" — 
or mine either, let me add; for a 
year's difference, in point of age, does 
not give me a title to ſuppoſe I ſhould 
be better able to withſtand his attrao- 
tions, though J write thus vichy og 
the ſudject. Thus, Harriot, I hae 
given you all the particulars! of this 
wonderful event. Wliethen at is 80 
end here, I know not: we de dew” 1 
termined not to appear again in te 
ſummerhouſe for ſatne time, 'that he 
— — 6 may 
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may ſee ſhe is in earneſt in the re- 


queſt ſhe has made of ſeeing him no 
more. I believe this piece of ſelf | 
denial coſts the dear girl ſome pangs; 
but ſuch are her ſentiments, that. L 
am certain ſhe never will be guilty: 


of any voluntary impropriety ; if 


ſhe errs, it muſt be from ignorance: 


5 for never did mortal poſſeſs a more 
amiable or more truely innocent 
1 heart. Vet, little as I know of the 
iſ world, I am not to be told this ſame. | 


love has led many, no leſs worthy, 
into a thouſand e but I truſt 
wy _ will not be added to the 
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Sir d= — es. 
. Barrows!" Sir 


LET next poſt bring me you 
congratulations, my dear George; 
having happily gained the firſt point, 
which in my plan was the moſt dif- 
ficult part of the buſineſs; all others, 

I flatter myſelf, will follow of courſe, I 
She is more than an angel. Vour 
deſcription, rapturous as it was, fell _ 
infinitely ſhort of the divine original. 7 
In my firſt. epiſile I could not tell | 
you which of the lovely, Hiſters it * 
was who had made a conqueſt of mx 
heart, not then knowing their names. 


All I could a vr chat ſhe ſurpaſs, 2+ 135 
An 1 
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ſed my higheſt ideas of perfection; 
but now, my dear George, I have 
it lying before me, written by the 
| lovelieſt, the ſofteſt, the whiteſt hand, 
| that ever nature formed; for ſuch, 1 
a perſuaded, is that of my divine 
| Fanny, I is a billet the has bleſſed 
me with, in arfwer to mine, which 
I told you I had contrived to convey 
to her, in ſpite of all the impediments 
which ſtood in my way. True, its 
contents are by no means flattering 
t my hopes; on the contrary, the 
Hr lines contained in ie are to forbid 
my perſevering in a purſuit, which; 
fue tells me, muſt; for a thouſand 
| _ reaſons; be abſolutely fruieleſs; none none 
© of which, ey the dear creature 
. men- 


1 35 J 
mentions. You know me too well 
to ſuppoſe this has damped the ardour 
of my paffion. Difficulties I expec« 
ted, nay, wiſhed for, George. A 
conqueſt gained with eaſe never had 
charmes for me. Was it not thoſe 
you prepared me to meet with which 
ſpurred me on to the enterpriſe } = 
How a fellow of your tafte, George, 
could give ſuch a prize to another, I 
am now more aftonithed at than evert 
You tell me your heart was others 
' wiſe engaged: and is ĩt poffible yout' 3 
preſent miſtrefs can equal my en- 
chanting Fnnay ?—1 deny it. Vou : 
never heard the melody of ber heas | 
venly voice, d you, Gevege# But : 
why” wand I take all theſe” nu; = 
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create my ſelf a rival? ſince, were I. 
to ſucceed, death would infallibly be, 
the word. I could not poſſibly ſuf. 
fer you to exiſt a day in that charac-, 
ter. 1 have given my charmer a | 
hint chat I am a ſtranger in tbis part 
of dhe country, lelt ſhe ſhould be 

tempted to make enquiries about me; 8 
and for a time I certainly will be ſo, 
if I can prevail.on the lovely creature 
to accompany me to ſome other. —A, 
trip to Scotland, in an honourable 
way, muſt be the bait. to decoy her, 
from her enchanted caſtle—and really J | 
the life ſhe. now leads, by what your, 
fair friend, . Miſs Harvey, told vou, 
confidercd, Ltruſt 3 it will be ſufficient. 


to anſwer my purpoſe, Twas with 
ber, 
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her, I think, you told me you ſaws 


thoſe lovely ſiſters; — for they are 
lovely, George, beyond deſcriptions. 
I confeſs : — but I am not ſo-uncon+ 
ſcionable as to ſigh for both. I need 
hardly tell you; when my charmer 
is once in my power, 1 ſhall take. 
Of matrimony I have | 


another road. 


already had my fill thanks to my/ © 


modern wife, ſhe too was of the 5 
ſame opinion, and kindly left me to | 
enjoy that felicity with another 


which ſhe, fancied it was not in m/ 


power to beſtow. Joy go with the Cf 
happy pair. My work wiſh is, that 
1 may never more ſet eyes on either. 
Had ſhe thougbt fit to behave with. 
a litle more diſcretion, we might 5 


have 2 


„ 


have dragged on, perhaps, through 
life, like a great many others, de- 


cently enough, not caring a 'ftraw 


for each other, 1 grant; yet not 
coming to this faſhionable extremity ; 


but faith I believe it is better as it Is; 
we are both now at liberty to follow 
our own devices. She has left me 
no incumbrance, no children I mean: 


: ſo I am happily reſtored-to my pri. 
5 mitive ſtate of batcheloriſm to all in- 


tents and purpoſes, at leaſt, to every 
purpoſe I ſhall ever wiſh for. Had 


a divorce taken place, you may well 


believe I am in no humour to try a 


| ſecond time the ſweets of matrimo- 


ny. The women of this age are 


firmed, by * poſſible care in 


1 their 


tal 


their education, for the moſt delight-' 
ful miſtreſſes on the face of the earth. 
— But for wives — caſt your eyes 
around; examine thoſe who figure : 
in the beau nonde— Need" 1 add | 
more, George, on the ſubje& 7 
perhaps the ſtile of life in which my 
Fanny has lived may have given her 
more domeſtic ideas of happineſs than 
our town-bred belles can poſlibly ac- 
quire. This, however, rather fear 
than wiſh, as my affairs are cireum- 
ſtanced; fince they can be of no 
ſervice either to herſelf or me. 
True, ſhe may turn out the more 


pleaſing companion z for even in 2 4 


miſtreſs I cannot diſpenſe with a. de- 


+> #1 
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„ 
leneſs of manners, and a thouſand 
other perfections, which it is in vain 
to ſeek for in any claſs within a hun- 
dred miles of London : — but here, 
Seorge, I flatter myſelf I have found 
the pbcenix I have long wiſhed to 
find; and can 1 but obtain her on 
my own terms, they ſhall be ſach as 
ſhall leave her no reaſon to complain, 
My fortune i is ample, my principles 
better than the general run of youn 8 
fellows: my venturing on matrimo- 
ny is an inconteſtible proof of it. 
Navy, I am more than half perſuaded 
nature intended me for an excellent. 
buſband, had I met with a tolerable | 
wiſe; but Iam now, by dear- bought | 


experience, canyinced, A man may, 
| with 


P . 
s | 
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with equal hopes of ſucceſs, expect 
to find the philoſopher's ſtone. My 
only buſineſs now is, to improve the 

correſpondence thus happily begun: 
nis, it is true, ſhe poſitively 
forbids ; but will ſhe have the worſe 
opinion of a lover — a 
command on: that nature? et 


Vous, Kc. | 
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Haw we "I ha to ) deal with 
except our identical obſtinate father, 
1 ſhould certamly be tempted to 
laugh beartliy et what 1 am going 
to tell you; but as that is not the 
caſe, the affair is paſt a joke, and 1 
am more inclined to cry — not that 
it concerns myſelf: I with it did; as 
I think the ſpirit which nature has 
. endowed me with would enable me 
to extricate myſelf from it with leſs 
difficulty than my poor Fanny can 
do with her gentleneſs and timidity. 
a you longer in ſuſ- 
| penee, know * the dear, and now 
| 4 ® 2 terri⸗ 


1 3 
terrified, girl bas had an offer, wh + 
marriage. > Do, not miſtake; me, 

Harriot, I do not mean from her ad- 

h W venturous Knight; alas! I feat its 

„coming from him would have exci- 

ted very different emotions. You 

have ſeen a Mr. Oſburn here, I be- 
lieve — he is ſome; years older than 
my father I am poſitive, though be 

has the adyantage of a more florid 2. 

complection, which: migbt lead one 


time been in tresty about the pur- 


chaſe of ſome lands belonging to the 


that his heart is fat n uniting em 
5 'Henyen * koows * 


former, which unfortunately nie 10 Me 
contiguous to the eſtate of the latte, 


WE 
the idea I am going to mention 
could poſſibly enter their old heads; 
but certain it is, in the courſe of 
their tranſactions, poor Fanny has 
been offered, on demanded, I know 
not which, as part, of the purchaſe 
money — do you comprehend me: 
I had frequently obſerved the old 
dotard gazing at her when occafio- 
nally here. — She has ſung to him, 
played to him, and from the natural 
ſweetneſs of her temper, ſhewn him 
every attention due to him, not only 
as our father's particular friend, but 
As. one whoſe age and infirmities, 
| (for obſerve, Harriot, he is a martyr 
to the gout)- entitled him to them. 
| "Theſe attentions, to which, I * ume, 
1817 | 3 he N 


he had been but little accuſtomed to 
meet with from others, for few' poſ« 
ſeſs a- heart like that of my; Fanny. 
has, it ſeems made ſuch an impreſ- | 
ſion on the ſilly old ſoul, that no- 
thing will ſer vs him but buying her 
of my father buying her, I ays 
for, covetous as our ſaid father is, 1! 
cannot think he could have been 
tenipted to promiſe him ſuch a pre- 
ſent for nothing: be that as it wills 4s 
they have aRually- agreed on the 
matter between them. The lands in I 
queſtion are to be transferred intd 


our family, and Fanny into that of | 1 


the Ofburns what. elſe goes to com- 3» 
plete-the bargain 1 have, not bead, 
nor do 0 care a aw. Had this — 
* e 5 tran- I 


1 1 
| tratiſaQtion happened before our Gras 
mers houſe adventure, the old foul 
might perhaps have had a fairen 
s chance; though even then I think 
mae odds were conſiderably againſt 
him, rich as he is: but now, I need 
hardly add, he may as well expect 
to marry his grandmother, who, up- 
on a moderate computation, muſt 
| have been in her grave a hundred 
| years ago: chus, my dear, is my pro- 
| phecy fulfilled. Did I not: formerly 
1 theſe are the only kind of 
A vers we had any chance to capti - 
i "MR 2 He is a n. old: batches -· 


3 Ln yet cer- 
* not 2 with 190 great 
4 | | ſhare 


ä 
ſhare of underſtanding; ſince he is | 
ignorant enough to ſuppoſe a patſibi- 

lity of a girl like her being bappy 
with ſuch a companion a8 bim for 
life, — Heavens! my dear; what an 
idea! — but perhaps I wrong bims 
he may expect no ſueh matter i it is 
his own happineſs he has, no doubt, 
in view; hers muſt be-left-wholly 
out of the queſtion; Is he then the 
harmleſs, good kind of man the 
world think proper to declare him? 
—— But what avails theſe fruitleſs 
refle&ions? Let me rather prog 
to tell you how- this — W af 1 
made known to us. Veſterday, a. 
ter the cloth was removed, my: oY 
they Ms ſpoke him in 
R D 2 bin 
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big good humbbr, fajd; „ Well! 

girls, you have long been grim: 
« bling at tlie ſolitary life you are 
*e pleaſed to 4 1 compel you” to 
"#0 lead; I. am no going to convince 
*"'you' 1 am not ſo indifferent in re- 
« gard to your teal bappineſs as you 
4 have, 1 preſume, impertinently 
«:3magined/” At this I began to 
| J6ok wondrous ſharp; amazed, and 
. Hipatietit to Kriow what delightful | 
news was to follow: o civil a preface. ; 
ae Clara, * fried” be, obſe er ving me 
in tte fidgets, y ou may compoſe 
poutſelfs I ſee plaimy your too 
20 livel y imagination bas far outrun 
1 the mark already. At preſent 
« what 1 have to ſay concems only 
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64 your ſiſter; though if you will | 
10 « endeavour for the future to behavs 
„with as much mec kneſs, and, be as 
« tractable as I have hitherto o found 
„her, I may in a ſhort time per- 
« haps be able to do as much for you 
« as I have done for her,” — This, 
Harriot, was rather a, damper; but 
my curiofity, to know. what the 
mighty matter could poſſibly. be was 
ſo violent, I could ſcarcely breathe, - 
To: give him an anſwer was out of - 
my power; and poor Fanny looked | 
very, much like one who, knew w-ngt 


Ty 1 Ly 


ei to, laugh a. cry. _— Well, 


pray, Brother,” cried. my aunt, 


who. fat, poring on her. eee 
Knitting through ber, ſpectaeſes, — | 
D der, 4 


1 
„ keep us no longer in ſuſpence; 
& you have excited even my curio- 
_« fity; no wonder Clara's is up in 
„ arms.” — None in the leaft, ” 
replied he; her paſſions are ever 
„ ready at a moment's call. 
Thank yoo, good Sir, 1 bad very 
nearly ſaid, for your compliment, — 
« Well! Fanny, what think you of 
« 2 rich hufband who will "whiſk 
er yon away from your preſent fate 
6 of bondage in a coach and fix?” — 
Fanny bluſhed ſcarlet deep; 1 flared 
N with eyes ſtretched to the ut- 
ſt; and honeft madam Deborah 
| 2 tock off her ſpecta- 
cles and layirig them with ber work 


on her knee, er not only her 
i bay. 


* 


19 
eyes but mouth alſo to their full 
extent, eager to hear more of this 


intereſting and animating ſubject.— 
We were all ſtruck dumb What! 
* not a word, Fanny? ar. what 
« think you of ſuch a huſband as I + 
«© haye/deſcribed ?” . Not yet,” 
cried I. „ my deer Sir. We have 
* heard-nothing of bim, unleſs. you | 
4 reckon. riches and a conch and fix | 
* a deſcription of a huſband; which, 
* by the bye, are too often the deft 
spart of them.“ Still faucy and 

*impertinent as ever, Clara, 1 ſee,” 
ſaid bis worſhip. *_Yet I queſtion 
« if you would be wiſe enough to 
10 think &, were it come to the point. | 
7] en pretty good guels at 
** | | D 4 86 Nr | 
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« your ſentiments by the flippancy 


« of your tongue ; but Fanny, I 
<« truſt, has more ſenſe What ay 
«« you, child? turning to her.“ — 
Oh! my dear fir,” cried ſhe, now 
pale as death with apprehenſion, 
indeed I know not what to ſay; 
I have never once had a thought 
on the ſubje& — 1 wiſh not to 
© marry—I-II really that is, 1. — 
« Fib,” replied he: for I'll take 
upon me to ſay you have both 
thought and talked of matrimony 
. more frequently than you chuſe to 


40 confeſs, or you are not a female; 

but whether or not, I now, not 
. only give you leave to do it, but 
command it, The perſon I have 


= 1 
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«© made 
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made choice of, and who has done 
you the honour to. make choice of 
«| you, is your friend, Mr. Oſpurn. ry 
Mr. Oſburn! we all exclaimed in WW 
E 4 bob Aye," N cried he, feign- | 
? ing to ſuppoſe, for I deny he could 
believe it, our emotions were the ef- 
ect of 1 Joy, & the very fame; and 
4 well may you be aſtoniſhed at 
4 {ach unlooked · ſor good fortune. 
— hy this time the poor terrified 
Fanny had fallen back in her chair in 
a ſwoon. This rather ſtartled him; 
but he ſtill thought proper to impute 
what had happened merely to her 
ſurprize at hearing ſuch flattering 
7 intelligence. My aunt and led her 


into the air; and by that, and a few. | 
| * 5 drops : 


N 

Lens of beartiborn, the dear creature 
ſoon recovered. We could not pre- 
vail upon ber to go back to my fu- 
| ther, nor did he infiſt upon it, judge- 

- ing perhaps he had faid enough for 
the preſent. The emphaſis he had 
aid on the word command, he, no 
doubt, believed had made a ſuitable 
impreflion; knowing, as we both 
did to our coſt, the inflexibility of 

his temper. — I accompanied her to 

j ber room: what we did there, Har. 
riot, you may eafily gueſs > we ſhed 
yours; we talked over the horrid pro- 
poſal; then wept again; nor was the 
elegant ſiranger forgot. — She o. 

ied to me, when my father firſt talł · 
. a faint hope darted 
LES KA through 
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6 ] E7 
through her mind that ber lover had 
perhaps found means to make propor 
ſals to him, and that he was the per- 
fon. Judge then what ber feelings 
were when convinced of her miſt ake⸗ 
but I have alpeady told you the elſe 
they produced. When we were called 
down to tea, the bagged I would. maxe 
her excuſe for not accompanying her, 
She could not appear: before the ſer- 
vants, had there been no other rea- Fo 
fon. Her eyes were ſwelled with 
crying — mine indeed: were little bet- 
ter.; but there was no help for it. 
We. could not both abſent ourſelves, 2 

having tenderly . embraced the dear 
creature, and begged-her to compoſe 
berſelf, down. I went. — © 1 doubt N 
6 D 6 « not, 
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C7 not; ” ſaid my father,” as T entered, 


= you have been giving your ſiſter 


_ ſome good advice ; ; but obſerve 
me, Clara; if I find you preſume 
« to inſti] into her any of your 
| « flighty notions, 1 Ty” take care 
* to keep you ſeparate.” I know 


not exactly, replied I, Sir, what 
you mean by flighty, nor did 1 


| think it neceflary to inftil any no- 


tions at all. — She may not perhaps 


approve the match you have propoſ- 


ed for her; but in that caſe I pre- 


"fume there will be no cumpulſion in 
the er: F' therefore aw mo chu 


for her being ſo much alarmed. 


This Harriot, Fx: faid by way of 


founding bim; 5 K in fact, 1 believe 
no 
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5 no * thing.— * You are very apt 


to preſutpe,” Clara,” replied he; 
but at preſent i it is of little conſet 


quence; your opinion will not be 
aſked; it will be time enough 
when your turn comes, to pte- 
ſame how I may think propen to 
act. Should Fanny, however, 

which is natural enough, aſk: you, 


on your return to her, what has 
paſſed between us ſinoe you leſt 


her, you may tell her, from me- 
1 expect Mr. Ofburn here in a 
week or ten days, to claim my 


promiſe, and that ſhe will! be 


ready, with a greatful heart,, to 
receive him, as the man I have 


* 


Heaven only knows how the matter 


TS} 7 
„ hope the compulſion you Was 
«pleaſed to mention will be unne- 


& ceſſary; but if it ſhould prove 
otherwiſe, I know the prerogative 
« of a Father, and alſo. how. to 
« -make myſelf obeyed. Thus, 
Harriot, ended. our agrecable con- 
ference. My aunt ſaid not a word. 
She, I fancy, had had her ſay before 
I joined them. I know not yet 
| what fide of the important queſtion 
the takes; but rather imagine ſhe will 
incline to that of matrimony z never 
- having yet tried it, and of courſe 
muſt have x tendenty that way. 


will end; but I ſhrewdly ſuſpect it 
__ not be as "ns father enpects. 
= C —_ 


( & . 
Should the charming ſtranger perſe- 
vere in his purſuit, 1 think 1 may 
pronounce Mr. Oſburn will not get 
a wife from our family, unleſs, be 
will kindly take aunt Deborah in that 
character; and you muſt-confeks it 
would 2 the two. 
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yet it is never out of my mind. At 
| bj ſome 


b E? 1] 
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0 I am dd terri- 
fed; this affair, which we at firſt 


looked upon merely as the amuſe- 
ment of an hour, | grows now too 


ſerious for my peace. I actually 


tremble for my Fanny. She trem- 


bDles for herſelf; yet, alas! I fear ſhe 


will not have courage to put an end 
to a correſpondence, from which, it 
is but too plain, ſhe receives more 
. «pleaſure than I could wiſh. Hea- 
vens! ſhould my father diſcover it, 
we are undone. What would be- 


© - come of us! 1 dare not think of it; 


„ ES 
ſome moments I am tempted to tell 
him all, as the only means perhaps 
of ſaving my ſiſter from a ſtep” J 
cannot reflect on withqut terror: but A 
on my barely .mentioning ſuch a de- 
ſign ſhe implored me to ſpare her 8 | 
mortification which I .cquld not. but 
know. muſt be attended ,with dread- 
ful conſequences. . , Depend. on m 
diſcretion, cried the dear girl., Have 
I not my loved Clara for an adviſer? 
Do I. conceal any thing from: her? 5 

indeed, indeed I do not. I. neyer 
will; nor ſhall ſhe. ever haye:canfs. 
to blame my conduct. But my fa» 
tber — Ah he will never pardon. What 
has. already. paſt, — For pity's. lake 
ſubje&.me not to his diſpleaſuę 

cannot, 


a 


1 66 
cannot, cannot ſtand it, mene 
ſhe, throwing her arms round my 
neck, and fobbing as if her heart 
would break. This bdious Oſburt 
too! — Oh! Clara, my dear Clara, 
Þromiſe to keep this affair a ſecret, or 
1 know not what my terrors may 
Want. me to. an * what. thi 
there a Angie Lins, Hg cg 
Hon, in any one of his letters which 
can- juſtly alarm my delicacy, (1 
ſhould have told 'you, Harriot, he 


bas found means to conyey - them, 


Without having recourſe to his firſt 

 contrivancez I will tell you what it 
Ls by and by.] Has he Jeft me in 
* F 


7 88 tions? 


| 


mother by her father; and hl e | 


(6 1 


tions? You ſee what he propoſes, — 
True, I am far, very far, my dear 
Clara, at this moment, from mean- 
ing to take ſuch a ſtep; nor ſhall T 
ever have courage for it, T am per- 
ſuaded, unleſs driven to extremity} 
which "heaven forbid: but, indeed, 


indeed if that ſhould happen 


She coulc add no more; ber ters . 
ſtoped her utterunce. The Rep e 

talked of is'a trip to Scotland, whick- 
Sir Charles, (for we are ue louget 
ignorant of his rank and fortune) 
ventpred to propoſe in his lat letter, 
in confequence of her writing to af- 
ſure him he could have nothing to 
hope, as her hand was protmiſad ts | 


_ 
4 l 
1 9 
* * 


Bj 
was determined to obey his com- 
mands, however contrary to her in. 
clinations, rather than 1 incur his dil. 
pleaſure by an act of diſobedience, _ 
This ſhe. vainly hoped would have 
put : an end to the affair at once; but 
1s it not rather more probable, Har- 
riot, che information ſhe hay given 
bim will increaſe his hopes ? Will 
he, not naturally believe ſne will put 
berſelf under the protection of a mans 
"who I fear he flatters himſelf, is no 
longer indifferent to ber, chan give 
ber hand to one for whom, by the 
Ale in which. ſhe mentioned him, 
the has conceived an averſion ?—and 
this f is really the caſe, my dear. — 
While he Was merely my father's 


friend, 


6% ] 
friend, and a viſitor in the family, | 


the pitied his infirmities, and, as 1 
before ſaid, was, from the goodneſs 
of her heart, more than barely civil 
to him; but now, finding he has 
formed ſuch ridiculous views, ins 
cannot bear to hear him mentioned — 
and no wonder. But now let me 
tell you by what” means he has ent 


trived to carry on this clandeſtine 


correſpondence, which T'ran' neither = 


approve nor have courage to prevent. Ys 
Our gardener ſome time ago ” parted. 
with one of Bis belpers, and enqub 
ring; in the neighbourtioo#'6f coufſe 
for another, Sir Charles, e eine © 5 


2 ke 


heard of it. A thought inffümg 


ruck bim: he ordered h man * | E 


E: 


1 ] 
* off his * and offer himſelf 
for this employment. how he is 
qualified I know not: but to make 
ſhort of my ſtory, he was actually 
| hired; and now works. in our garden 
unſuſpected. This at once rendered 
the matter but too eaſy; nor does his 
maſter fail to avail himſelf of his af- 
ſiſtance; and ſorry am I to add, poor 
Fanny has, by inſenſible degrees, 
been drawn in to anſwer his letters 
but too regularly. What can one ſay 
w it: -Hitherto nothing has N 
done can juſtly cenſure, except my 
| father's-ignorance of it: but can this 
_ circumſtance be juſtified; alas! alas! 
I fear it cannot! no doubt he wil 
next fall on ſome ſcheme to procure 
3 A 
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rage for. I dare not meet the ſtorm 


we miſt expect to encounter from 
my father, were I now to tell Him 
all: nay, I am perfuaded it would 
de the readieſt method I could poſſi. 


ol bly take to gain the point Sir Charles 
_ - ardently wiſties: ſhe would certainly 


go off with him rather than meet his 
rage. To talk of his applying for 
his conſent would be madneſs — his 
promiſe is given Sir Charles has 
no land to ſell to tempt him ——the 
| Projected marriage is a mere affair of 
' «conveniency —* tis a bargain — and 
as he thinks it a good one, no power 
on earth, I am well aſſured, can 


make hini recede from it. Nay as a 


F ene faults we have 
”, " unfor- 


* * 
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unſortunately been guilty of. he 
vould / be more ſet upon it than euer. 


All cheſe | circumſtances canſidered- 


makes me as anxiouſſy with to Rn 


ſomething, more of her · lover as ſha 
can do. Should he clæarly pπꝙ́, 


| himſelf- in evety particular worthy 
of bet, What would you ad piſe, 


Hatriot : Lnever can i appro = 
an elopement — yet ſituated as ſhe is, 
will it not, in ſome meaſure, be ex- 


culable? There wants as examples 2 


in-abundance, i examples could juf- 


tify a ſtep of abi nature — tis what, 


happens every day; nor are we 
to ſuppoſe every mateh thus made 
| proves unhappy. — You-ſee 1 would 
gladly endeavour to reconcile 1 
Vol., I. | . 10 
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toe likely? to take place A ſhort 
tüm Will now; it ds probable, decide 
her ate. Should my father attempt 
10 ſerce her inclinstiohs, he will 
have only himſelf to blame for the 1 
confequetice ef his feverity, — Fare- 
well ; J am quite eshauſted with 
—_—— painful -refle&ions;/ 
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I find ſo much innocence; ſo many | 

_ truely angelic. perfections in this dear 
I ſhould. certainly be. ſirongly tempt» - 

ed to play the fool a ſecond time: 
and marry. hex... Her perſon you have 
ken; it ĩs infiyitely lovely: but wha 
can, do juſtice to the charms of her 
mind ? L am abſolutely at ſome ma 
ſcheme, though all my, hopes of hayy | 
pincſs depend; upon its ſucces, i rather 
than purchaſe (@.af -the: expo aef 
ved K 2 „ 


„ 
deceiving the moſt artleſs, the moſt 
engaging of ber ſex; but Art. no 
ſooner again in her dear preſence, 
than all my feruples vaniſh, and in 
whole fowl "filled" wil tei 
unutterable ede att beg 
that ſhe” nl ene day be mine | 
chat day, L trüſt, will her bets very 5 
Siſtant one; my angel liſtens to my 
ſoit with a ſwertheſs which, though 
checked by a theukand tender, deli? 
cate fears! for a. father's indignation; 
bid e nöt Gefpaif:: I teld you' in 
9518; that, Giſg wiled am my mag 
| UG 1 had been itrodumed to EHE 
pteſcner of my charmerzs ever gel 
edmpanied, however, by. Mer furl 
leſs er ſiſter ; 71 UM 
8 4 71... =: 1 5 by 
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by. no means clear that Clara. is not 
the -moſt; perſectly beautiful of. the 


two; but there is in my Fanny's 
manner, a ſoſtneſs, a gentleneſs; in 
ſhort, an undiſeribeable :{omethings 
which I yet; moſt ſenſibly fcel. The 
bewitching: Clata's, attractions are 
quite of a different caſt; ſhe is live- 
lyn ſpirited, animated, and has a pain 
of eyes ſo very. penetrating. that: 
upon my ſoul, I. dare hardly mj 
their; glances, leſt they. ſhoud ſee 
ſarther into me than I wiſh. A c 
ſeiouſneſs that all i not as it ought 
io be. makes me dread chem. Geqrgeq _ 
yet. with all chis. ſhe is àmiable he 
 youd expteſſion 3 has more ready zit 
than any frmale ought to be rund 
vage i E 3 with,” 4] 


TS 
%S with, who bas not an equi mere of 
WO fenſe and good nature. She dont 
upon my gentle Fanny; every word 
ſhe utters -plaifly* proves it? And 
believe the © penetrating” glaneks 1 
mentioned are A on her ſiſters ut 
| eunt:" She has tb good an under! 
Rflanding to be wholly vold- ef- 
ll picibn* Our acquaintance" ib but 
U ſhort. Sbe is no leſs anxidus, I am 
perfaaded, for ber Fanny hap. 
| dels than her own. Can one Won 
der, then, ' ſhe ſhould enden vour to 
fead my very foul! Dear, lovely 
e Why, why am 1 fe cireüm- 
| Kinced, * that 1 am compelled *o de- 
ceive you? All I'fear is ber flu 
| bike with my beloved, mould e 
* are 1 happen 


Ul 


1 
bappen to leſs partial to nie thamiy | 
necefſary for my purpoſe. Wee 
ſhe left to herſelf, I am erfrieded 
ſhe would fly with me to the fartheſt 
— en oy tban/ac> 
| king * ſo I 0d my ee 
rival is called ; true, did The: doubt 
my honor, I am;:n0 leſs. peofuaded = 
that no patyet on earth could! odr 
ber ; for ſhe is/yintwous as fi, and 
fair as virtuous: but of that ] bave 
taken. fuich effeGuall) card, that even 
ſhewn.-ve: ſyropiams- of ſufpiciom 
The only: obſtacle 1 hard te fats 
mount, is the: impropriety:of/a dt 
deſtine marriage: ;:butsios J bach her | 
96. | E 4 4 fore, 
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thought has this inſtant᷑ ſtruck me 


1 

fores/] do not deſpair. Will you 
not call. me a ſoſt·hearted puppy, 
George; when! I tell; you, L/belie ve 
it weill be as eaſy to conquer the 
ſeruples of my beloved as my own. 
m“ vo profellcd libertine; I abher 


che character; can I, then. look · for. 
Ward to the denoarment' of my'plot 
5 withour- ſome unpleaſunt feeling: 

J. Conſeſt that part of the buſineſs | 


is a very confiderable dump to my 
joys be muſt be a wretch; indeed. 
who can't but ſince marry I cannot, 
however well inelined, mall I merit 
tat curſed epithet ? — George; 4 


301 4 Ves, 
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Ves, by beavens, 1 will marry her | 
Vou ſtart — vb conelude my 'brajn 
is erngked - not at all — 1'well know 
Tiſh4N7 be, if poſilile,! more guilty 
than by following my defigh= hüt 
e L not by, doings fol ſpore my 
gentle Fanny choſe pangs ſne mut 
othetwiſe ſuffer 1 am relieved 
=> ingtheart -ſecins"eaſed- of 'iiniap- | 
preſſſye load — Wülle L have. Af 
will cheriſm her as my ſouns d ckeſt 
treafürc“ She may never difeover 
that ſhe 1 not Tawftilly mine = MN! [ 
korb ity” heavert Fhen ſhould Ihe 
Locked upon by her; a8 * wretehf n- 
dee, though What 1 *propoſe#%is. 
wholly with: 2 defign td rewdetilitr 
r Dos Georze, if podle, 
BY E 5 tell 
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point it out to me if you condemn 


N 


N dell me vou approvs this very wild 


plan — IL know it is ſuch, therefore 
vou need not take the trouble to 


ãti ſpare your reflections — After all, 


hy am I not at liberty to become a 


convert to Thelypthora? and the 
matter /is/ ſettled; in a trice. L have 
mot time, ati preſent, to ſtudy its ar- 
guments: but many a man bas taken 


np lis religion on truſt; in this in- 


Raste, George, I will follow the 
emmple: ſo voluminous a work 


-aauſt contain, many in favour of. my 
= heme, Grant that ſome , years 
# Hence, for I would gladly,. hope: it 
will not be ſooner, ſhe: ſhould, hy 


” = * 
Jome. unfortunate; accident, make the 
9 rg N ” Juni » e [eg wy 


a ˖ * 1 
total diſcavery 5 WA that time I hope 


I ſhall byxe, © alle en oy a 
worth in every wy he particular, th 


fervor, the tenderneſs of my wg ; 
tion, that Ihe wil think J rather 
merit/ pity than laws, and. gene- 

roulty pardan my only crime. 
Perhaps this laſt page of my letter 
would not ſtand the teſt of very ſe· 
vere criticiſm, George; yet what 1 | 
| have ſaid has certainly ſome weight. 
— Farewel! I fly to the darling of 
my ſoul, and think I ſhall meet her 
gentle ſmiles with more than uſual 
pleaſure; conſcious I ſhall not db. 3 
ber 40 great an i injury as, till now, FS. 
I. fancied. myſelf compelled to don 
Once more, r — I hope your - 


goodnels Wil as "ine of all inten 
tio fonal guilt, 1 you poſſibly can.— 
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partial in his favour. Surely, ſure. 


| ly, ſhe cannot hut be happy with 
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him ! "Low feeds, Bo is her ſitua- 
Sr * dear Harrigt! 57 
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diſtreſſing jſubje& ever lines he aw 
the effect it had on hey the, firſi tie, 
well, knowing, I. preſume... all, he 
could ſay. would ngt. be: Alle co. cer 
concile her tg hs plans N, No 
diſpoſiti — 
objection with patience, - Mell 
Fanny, (ſaid be);on.Wegnelday unt 
Mr. Olavep tells me in this letter. he 
propoſes; you, the. honour of a, viſit, 
and, ns I(have._ſertled.cveny: noceſlary 
preliminary With him, 1 vill. ng. 
doubt your, ready ; complignce. wt 
have allowgy, yqu ſufficient fime for - 
reflection; and ag I know. you; We 
a good. girl and; a gurl of bene J. 
perſuaded. yoy, {ee the anhigig, adya8- 
_ aun | 
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ble u mätch. Cbuld” 1 Had ode 
equally deflrable for your! pert! GRE, 


J chink the World, at eaſt; What 


ever ber giddy bead mig c do, woult 
do me the juſtice to confels, Lid tick 


deen careleſs. of your Kappindſs\7<5A 


thouſand thanks; "replied 1. ß dear 
Sir; for your” kind {olicithdevin/re- 


gard to me: 1 babe u prbper ſenſe 
ef it, I do affure vod: but muſt 
take the liberty 


y to tay; © ſhould: like 


mightily te have 4 vote In the mat 


der myielß . He gave me fuch 'n 
Wo, Tirriot! - mike 10 doghe 


bk it. e be; know Your rebel 
Mods Pitt!” girl: but let me hace 


one of Thofe doctrines preached in 


e 
was andy tor ſink into the: earth 
there ſhe at. pale as death, her. falls | 
joceſſantiy applied to her noſe⸗ all 
this he, oould not but ſee, Jet he af- | 
embarraſſiug ſilence muſt nom haue 

enſued had not my aunt Deborah 
poppediin het word, 5 Idarc lay, bro: 
ther, (ſaid the plump {pinſter) Fannx 
will receive Air, Ofburn(in 4 ber 
coming manner; ſhe was always 
kind and attentive to him 3:,and 
though he does came ob Wedneſdays 
the need not ſcar being e 
Pray what do you call being hurt 
ried.?>(erled: my father) a bag 
in too much haſte to be bappy ? «My © 
friend in intirm z he ben ke 
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1 
off Wüdely 3 feen 6 ech may met 
oer gin z they are nt to be er. 


Feed every dsh, let me tell Jeu 
Acechber, procraſtination- is the 
duet of ume a bird in the band i 
worth two in the buſh, — dhe that 
wil not hen the may, when the 
41 ill ſhe ſhall have ny There 
Aether very perenent proverb, Sin 
da k, Which bas eſcaped your Ws: 
Wory, Marry in buſts, and rope 
it leiſure . Harriotꝭ l could not-for 


t 3 
have beat me- areh do yer bpart· 
ment, (ctie# he, im no very melodie 

tone of volte) go; girl; go, I want 
44 your advice; nor is ny FuujE² fo 
blind to her own! intereft, 48 to chunk 
you for ir m Fanny, Harriot 1 
ws s ven der intereſt bt yave- 
birch to thut daſh of "tehderriefſs 1 

had very richer hiuted bs inte rr k 
EY way: but 4 1 nee ie would 
anſwer no good purpoſe; FF even 
with à ftately air; failed ot f the: 
room; the poor terrified vile, us if 
by inſfinct, held out ber aftht fh O 
der to detaih mie. F canitvt hett fol 
ell” de- panzd during m bn 
went — Alice it to fy; the dent 
Rind was peremptotily ordert us pr, 
-M1:3 - ' 
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pate herſelf for being ſettered the 
Monday after, her lovers arrival, 
which is, my dear, exactly chis. day 
ſennjght;.,and: by: that gimp, in all 
buman, probability, ſhe will/be:mare 
ried, Harriot ;, for I ava certain 4bis 
baſty, reſolution will, determine ber 
motions — nay, what, can ſhe do 
Vibe: would ven, ere mortal de 


be ond of, be queſtion... I bare nat 
. ſaid 2 I give you my. 1 | 


indeed; ſhe would be happy wich bim 
2 could wiſh, and as ſhe _delerves 
to bes net a — 


N : 
| | 1 . mes . 

| . | S327 - 
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US 
me: but that is impoſſitle; marriage 
poorer lottery; iu Weh 
there i 5H unconfeionable number 
of blankes to 4 ptire: tiv Arth 
world declare, particularly thoſe, 1 
believe) who hsv teled it but for 
ait moοονοε would not voluntarily 
take u blank when a prize ſeems to 
be in one's offer, — And What is this 
Ofbtith * A blank, furelys to all in- 
tents and purpoſes. Dot you 
think, wy dear, I had better go and 
read this epiſtle ti my father before 
1 diſpateh it? He would certain 
be delighted to find me capable of 5 
ſuch ſolid reaſoning. === Adieu! 1 


have” chatted too long already win 
Jour" "Tt 45" high time 1 ſhould "go a 
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| 
i |. ſq pove Aber New 
41 Monday — ſomething teils me, | ſhe 
will ere that he many miles e 
cwrigpith TT SANE ALS * 
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TO bie Hoe eon ey 5» 


On SHO  ofertt 1! Fer zi! 1 


"as 

_ 1.40 n h, ojẽ⅛ ůmn giivgd: 
M's 8 . 
Yb old nee en ib 
| AnRLO T, dhe is gontwwafiual> 
ly gone — Oh! may all that happi- 
neſs attend the dear, dear girl the 
fo highly merits, and of Which ſhe 
ſcarce had a doubt! — . The Poor + 
bobbling Olburn arrived, not on 

Wedneſday, n Was expected, but 


late on Theſday (evening, Willing, J IE. 


ſuppoſe, to give her this proof of his 
impatience; ät was, however, {©:late, 

that we had both retiredꝭ to our inpart- 
ments for: the: night; and 'heppuy 
were. abt. ſummonad to attemi him: 
indeed, we bad made i pretenee for 


2717 3 ; 9 | 


buying. 


wb irb children's happineſd ? Mus 
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2 much to do; for, as I fore- 
ſaw, Fanny had taken her reſolution, 
and with her adoring lover ſet off b 
ſour o clock next morning, he havin 
provided every thing neeeffary fot 
the journey. — I will! ſay nothing. 
Harriot, of our adieus — I ſhould” 
certainly have expired; but for the 
comforting hope that ſhe was göne 
to enjoy) perfect felicity, as perſect, 
At. Aeaſt, as this vile; world can be. 
ſtow Is it/notc a vile World in 
hich: parents, without. reinonſez 
aldachus for: fordid-anterefi-dacris 


iri>ddoftable; andanolt cordially do 
Tbateſid at this moment. Well; 


— form! am idea 
a Raived 2 5 | Wo the 


| * J 
the glorious fracns wich happened 
when the breakfaſt” bell rung next 
morning — iwpoffible L utterſy im- 
poffible nd Famy to be found 
L eetermined to pretend Ignace: 
A Neft, as long as 1 cbuld, thür ! 
might do all i power to Pre. 
vent @ purſuftd itt eaſe ſuch * thing 
were propoſe; ſinde, | had the Mar 
e eee what Bid 
he td "expe but infant mifery ? a 
Wherhet they really beftevell me fu, 
heaven knows bit” finding the 
could not compel me to Cotten S 
contrary," every corner was Mitchel ; | 
the ſervants patched, fone? here, 
bote tere; $666 Bebbrah a2 büb 
there is no deferibirg the buffle the, ; 
Ven. „„ © honeſt | ; 


* U 
. wank ſonl l. was ing even, the can 
red g theirqguitty conſciencea. | 
A lor the gouty, tottering Oſburn, 


= I could, almoſt Have found i in my 
WO beor6.c0-pitycbim.; far am faber d 
= given him every reaſon to belidve; 
1 his,propoſals x culd meet with a gue: 
Dans reception, therefore he was not 
to blame, except for bis doting folly, 
which is entirely his on affair. In 
ſhort, finding ſhe was actually gong, 
thaugh where, they could. not gueſs, 
my father's rage berame unboundeda 
he. ſtor med, he. raved, and, looking 
With ſulpicious eyes on your poor, 
friend Clara, who, for once in her 
liſe, at leaſt, behaved, with all the 
| e of af lamb, be very piouſiy 
Nan . curſed | 


I 8% J. | 
curſed the whole ſex; adding; the = 
beſt of them were, born to be plagues * 
to all mankind; then poured out ten 
thouſand wiſhes.— not for her haps 


ſhe might ſtarve; that ſhe; mighe 
meet with every curſe in the p ,ỹju 
of heaven to inflict — my bloed ab- 
ſolutely runs cold when I think of 
his borrid expreſſions ; twas ſhogk», 
ing. Having quite exhauſted him 
ſelf with theſe horrid - imprecations? | 
he caſt himſelf back in his chair, uns” 
able to utter another ſy llable 3 bis 
companion in aſtoniſhment and diſ- 
appointment nov ſeemed to forget! 
his own mortification, and took alf | 
n pains to ſooth bim 
A K 2 This 


pineſs, Harriot; Oh, no! but th 


| [ 260 ] 

r., again. ronſed him to madneſs; 
rid, the was wheres onworthye = 
| furl a friend blamed him for not! 
Joining in his Juſt rage, and agam 
Arbre he hoped to ſes her expire ſor 
want of a morſel of bread. Thus 


4 a paſſed- the morning of that — alas! 


To not what epithet to give xk 
1 bg gladly ronld F call & happy — and 1 

= wil cal it ſo; Harriet; fer is not 
Si" Charles; - as I have Metedzy 
ſaid; the moſt amiable of men? 
Fhu diſappointed lover, after ſtæying 


2 day or two, in order to recover® 


fro the fatigue of his jsurney, took 
ue. ve. How the affair of che 
fands were ſertled, I know not; nor 
- whether he made . 5 1 
can't 3 wiſhed, 


10 } 
detter might be, though 1 fag nt, 
zs ſhe, good ſoul, would, of goh⁰ðP 
| hays. jumped at the offer, 1} axe 
ſwer for her; and, to ſay- ruh. 
would have been the beſt jump ſhe - 
erer made in her life, were: ſhe: W 
times more nimble than ſhe ig., Mx 
father, I can plainly ſee, has hit 
picions ſtill. in regard to my xn 
ledge of the buſine(s; but. I beliexe, 
he has made a reſolution never chen 
to mention the dear girl any Motg, 
for, from the hour bis old friend Jeſt 
us, be has been dumb on the ſub- 
j-&.' My aunt has endeavoured to 
coax the ſecret out of me repeatediy+ 
Wks: as it can anfwer. no gory : 
1 F 3 q * 
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poſe to Aut ber with it, I have, 
Githeut much trouble? ebaded dll 
her arts, and that, too, Withodt tel“ 
ling downright fibs; a little equivs- 
cation, or fo, is pardonable 1 hope 
it is more than probable ſhe ſuſpects 
me; but bare ſuſpicion is no proof. 
Vou will naturally enough wonder 
1 have not been forbid the uſe of x pen, 


ink, and paper, left J ſhould corre: 
ſpond with the dear runaway; this 
| precautiSh, however, has been forgot 
in our Hbrry : but we did not forget 
fo guard againſt ſo probable an event 
| = You remember Sir Charles's man, 


Who was transformed into one of out | 
affiſtant gardeners; he is leſt in the 
ſame 3 in Which, it ſeems. 
* N * he 


9] 

he docs mighty well, for the purpbſe 
of tokivg + charge of our letters. This 
thought was the invention of His 
maſter 3 it bappily octurred to him 
while Fanny and I were expretiing 
our ſears on the fubjſect; indeed; had 
boneſt Frank leſt bis place at the 
very. time ſhe. went off, it tight | 
have created ſuſpiclons in regard d 
him no way favourable to my loved 
fiſtery! as be is, I can. tell "eg 
handſome young fellow ; this wuuld 
have been a ſhotking cireumſtanert 
and made a fire ſtory in the clit 
try; at preſent,” they have only the 
comfort of ſorming what confeQu#ts 
they pleaſe, and thonſinds will be 
ſormed no doubt — for my parts 1 
a 11 F 4 care | 


cut not bow ſow de truth yet 
know n, as that tan certainly bring 
ng diſgrace upon her — 2 little blame, 
Perhaps, tram. thoſe who; ae ignor 
rank al he ſitnatſog . be is reduced 
tog butt that would ſoon be forgot 
Wben they find he ns made a gboigt 
be much more glisöble, in every be. 
i its fpc,.than,,that made for her. moms 
if She has now been gone « fortnight; 
of courſe, Iam every moment en; 
peng the wiſhed- or ha ppineſa of 
beaxiag from her; till then, «my 
mind, you may well believe, cannot 
| be. perfectly at, eaſe, — impoſſible; 
ſor, ah, Harriot! think what a 
mug gelicate ascher's.myſt haye ſuſ- 
| | _ tered: Juting Ao long a journey 
base 


l 7 
journey,” too; for ſoch a purpoſe; 
no friend, no eomparion of her own 
ſex — Heavens! my dear, the very 
thoughts of it even make me trem- 
ble ; what, then, muſt the dear timid 
Fanny have done, who has not half 
my ſpirits to ſupport her through _ 
it? — But I will think no more of 0 
it; many, many, perhaps, no : leſs 
gentle and delicately apprehenſive 
than herſelf ha ve gone the ſame road 
before her; and that, too, volunta - 
rily, which we cannot, ſtrictly ſpeak- 
ing, fay ſhe did — Alas! Was ſhe 
not in la manner compelled to act Ay. 
the has done — Let thoſe who com- 
pelled her, then, bear the blame, if | 
. which, lor- 
EPR F 5. . - - 
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ing her as I do, Lam very unwilling 
to grant. —— Adieu, my dear Har- 
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"ub a-certainty that 1 1 
united to the moſt amĩable of nent 
can ſet your affectionate heart at reſt 
my Clara, let every anxious care on- 
her account be inſtanthy © bariiſhed/ 
from it; be aſſured' I am as perſeck⸗ 
ly happy as mortal can be whochas! 
purchaſed that happineſs at the. 
pence of a father's diſplegſni 3 this! 
difpleaſure, my. ſiſter, | fits -healvip- n 
my heart: wers I but permittad d 
throw umyſelf at his ſeet, aricb tor her 
ance more reſtored to his favour; miy: 
cvery -wiſhi wiould be gtatiſich lem: 
cept- being hleſſed with your Heats © 
voile id F 6 com- 1 


S Te” — 4 = = — 
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company, and that 1 ſhould not then 


deſpair of - obtaining. — Alas, my 
love! I am impatient to hear, yet 
amoſt tremble to aſk the particulars 
thats happened after I left you I 
fear, ab much, much 1 fear my fas 
ther's: wrath would fall heavy on / my 
uind Clara; ſaſten that part of the 


g | uach ſtory as much as you can — Ob, 


ſpate me the pangs it would give me 


=O tahcar/you had been crueily treated. 
Luave important reaſons, my dear, 


for wiſhing to know. if you have ge- 
quainted him with the name: and) fas: 


my of my engaging Sir Qbarles: 


what they are, you thall be informed: 


05 - - 


believe 


, | 6 T * | 
to find he = — 1 
en | 4 
eit * | 
you | 
requeſt, — - delighted: ” 
as I an 
if happy 1 
love 
my 
3, 
Ala 


for 8 1 d 
ane 
orf. 
f | have 
N 22 
t 
tha 
et 
, 
can 
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by bimſelf? — I am going to give 
you the reaſons lie mentioned; from 
you I need not conceal them; even 
Sir Charles would have no objection, 
I am certain, for he knows you are 
. the friend of my heart,: and, as ſuch, 
loves and eftcems you moſt truly. 
'You' know both his parents have 
| been dead ſeveral years; of courſe, 
be was at liberty to pleaſe bimſelf in 
we choice of a wife: but he has an 
unele, it ſeems, from whom he has 
very eonſiderable expectations; nay, 
2 promiſe of ſucceeding to his: eſtate; 
on condition he is wholly: governed 
by. him ini that important article t 
dns, Clara, I need not add, he has 
not been: he wiſhes, therefore, to 
vo . 25 85 keep 


[ N 3} 
keep our marriage, for a, niet 
cet, till he can,,in-ſome.favourable 
moment, acquaint, him with it — his 
own, by what Jean find, ig very | 
large one; far, far more ſo than 
would ſatisfy my higheſt | aden OY 
but it is not for, me, Clara, to, ſet 
bounds to his» brought no for- 
tune — alas ! J dare not flatter my- 
ſelf be will ever receive any from my 
family; and, who, noble and gene: 
rous as I now find him, a day may 
come, when, were J to object to the 
concealment. he propoſes, he might 2 
upbraid me for preventing 2 | 
made heir to the eſtate þ 0 | 
from this xelation. ——-1 happy * 
love, 208; will at once Mee, the p- 
vid | priety 


| 5 7 112 Ke 
piety: of my acquieſcence, and, of 
courſe, che tieceſſity chere is for dur 
Rving extremely retired. This cir- 
chitiftarice; as J faid'before, gives me 
infinite pleaſure: but, alas! it pains 
me to add, it is no Teſs neceffary tb 
conceal the name of my atniable huf. 
band from my father — this, this, | 
Clara, pietces me to the ſoul, fince 
tit puts it out of my power to make 
thoſe ſubmiſſions my heart is anxious 
to make, in hopes: to obtain his for- 
Siveneſs — fruitleſs they might, per- 
Baps— alas! I may more juflly fay; 
too probably be; yet my duty, my 
iffsQion, a thonſand tender eonfider- 
ations; renders me anxious to do all 
I can towards fo deficable a blefing 
but 
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but 1 am compelled to give up fvery- 
hope of that natune for a dime Bree. 
were 1 now 4 do it; it is naberal 40 
believe my father would meke ſuch 
enquiries. [concerning Sx Cherles, : 
merely to gratify his own curioſity, 
perhaps, for I dare not Ritter myſelf 
he any longer codcerts hichfelf,obout- 


his Fanny's fate, as might :diſovet-, | 


what he ſorcamedly: wiſhes to 2087 
cenl ; at teafi,. this was dhe ab ,ẽE 
he made when I prophſed: tyritiiig to 
him — and what, .-my:love, : candid: if 


reply? 'Tis- certainly poſible that 


what he apprehends might ſoll we 
Again ] repeat, hope yon ſee the 
neceſfity l am under to comply: ,h 
: his +kindly-vrged ' requeſt 7 true, . 


Min was 


* 


E 

was but a requeſt; yet could ] refuſt 

to gratify bim. Clara? Whatever re. 

luctence I felt to oblige him in not 

| writing, I could not; and you, my 

ns: TO e tel} me l did right 

117. l {710 

Sr Charles's firſt 9 was to go 
immediately to his ſeat in Vorkſhire: 

but that deſign, on reflection, ap- 

peared to me rather hazardous, as he 

muſt have many acquaintances there, 

ü whoſe politeneſs would, of - .courſe, 

Induce» them to pay their reſpects ou 

\ his arrival, in which caſe [his ſecret 

could not fail to tranſpire. We mus 

tually agreed to give up that ſcheme; 
nor had we fixed on any other; when 
_ eg in our road from the 


north, 


EE 
north, we met with the delightful 
ſpot from whence'l how Witte — 4 | 
more charming place 1 it is not ealy 0 | 
conceive; it belongs to x gentleman 
who is, with his family, gone to ſpend 
ſome years abroad — they had but 
juſt left it; 'of co urſe, ie” found 
every thing in the moſt perfoct or . 
der. The houſe" is large, aud ele“ 
gantly furniſhed in the modern file; 


the gardens, extenſtve, and Leid out 


with taſte” We found, to Wyy e 
ſmall ſatisfaction, al moſt every Kind 


of mufical inſtruments; and, to bal "LY 


all, a well- filled library, whether 

well ap dere not take upon me e 
to ſuy, nor have 1 been Jong enough T 
here to Judge, granting I were capa» 


. 


ſweet lirle cottage. within leſs than 2 


oſt fortunate bing imaginable, f. 


ß il we could provide oorſe]ves= 
they have rendered that matter per- 


5 ſeQlygenſy, for, by 


two of Sir Charles's s on men, whom 


3... 
ble of it. Tſhoyld 2lfo tell you, they 
had leſt a man and maid ſeruant to 
dle cate of the bouſe. befides the 
gardener - and bis. wiſts who, hays a | 


quarter of a mile of it —Iluckily. for 
Vs, it was not to be let to any fami- 
* vb obzected to their continuing 
in. jt — you may be ſure we made 
none: on the contrary, it was the 


we ſhould have been a good deal ata 


their aſſiſtanet, 
we have hired ſeveral. others, beſides 


he bad wrote to, for the purpoſe of Wl © 


ny 
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my engaging Sir Charles, by lis un- 


moſt tempted to wiſh I had 


1 7 3 
weetiug lum on the road, and on 
whole fdelity;- I prefume, be en de- 
bend. Pray tell me how honeſt 


Frank goes on? he, Ttruft, Wilk a 


continue to merit the confidertce we 
have repoſed in him. Thus, my 
Clara, have 1 given you a tolerabie 
idea, 1 hope, of your Fanny's fitua- | 
tion — and let me add my amiable, 


remitted kindneſs and attention; pus 


it out of my HOW: to repent. tie: 


ſtep I have taken; yet there ate mo- 
ments, I will confeſs, when I am al- C 
ry bazard rather than thus bave r- 
cited my dear father's affection: but 
thoſe, Clara, /are the moments when . 


? I 18 I. 
Sir Charles is . from me. In 
his dear preſence 1 forget every thing 
except my deſire to render myſelf 
more and more worthy, his tendets 
veſß and love, At all times, hows 
ever, my. Clara has a place in my 
remembrance ;., nor. need ſhe fear 
lofing it by. abſence, or any other 
event in life. Adieu, my tenderly-; 


1 peloved fiſter ! — — Sir Charles kiſſes 


your fair hand — and 1 am ever your, 
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Rowe AD the enen Harriet, und 
rejoice with me, that I bave herd dt 
laſt from my beloved Fanny r 
truſt the is happy; W 
me ſhe is, my dear; yet yu will 
ind a tender ſträin of melanehbly 
runs through her whole letter, Which 
the amiable' creature herſelf is not? 
perhaps, conſeious of, bot Which 
cannot eſcape the penetrating eyes of 
her Clara. Gladly would 1 flatter 
myſelf it proceeds from no other > 
cauſe than her being ſeparatec from 
her family — Surely, ſurety, there 
n be no other — Ah, heaven for. _ 3 


. 10 
| © if ſo, let us hope that 
Vin in g ſbort time be removed 
my father cannot, one would thi 
continue ine xorable when (he: A 
5 liberty to tell him Sir Charles is in 
cvery reſpect ſo une xeeptionable a 
match - when Mer is at liberty l 
ky; for, you W ll find ſhe is Hot o 
at preſent, She ſays, ſhe hopes 
dee opriety of her 
comply ing with bis requeſt, in re- 
| 8 to keeping thein marriage ſor a 
hile a ſeoret, I long to know 
wet n, Harrioty think of the res 
1 ſon he gives for making it. I con- 
= fels they appear to have ſome weight, 
a8 well 86 ber s for conſenting to is 
at Ido not a i. I with: he hat 
1 fy 1 9 "el 


k 1987 £2] a 
tc ambitious views. Why ſo ami: 8 
ous to.inereaſe a fortune. already. a. 
fluent I fear. mon are at heſt but 
; unaccountable. animals. My gentle 
Fanny Would have been content, 
nay, bappy, LIiwell Know, with gen 
half. af hat he alrtady ꝓoſſeſſes. 1 
cannot, cannot, Harriot, approve tf 
this concralment. I Mudder 40 ink 
of the ligbt ſbe may in the mean 
time be dooked on. May it natagive 
ee a thouſand: mortifxing . caſjec⸗ J 
tures? et, not for worlds wayld 
1dintoahincgi thoydma(gial vhs. 
ontrary, I pray that her. conſcious 
innocence: mau preſerve. ;hero from 
ling. pained by an idea of ibis mor 
Aying, humüliting —_— . de. 
; Wor. I. „ Heats, 5 


rr dy 

licate as Sir-Charles's ſentiments are 
on every ſubject, I wonder this did 
not ſtrike him true, they propoſt 
living very retired, but ſtill it muſt 
be known ſuch a pair do live in the 
| neighbourhood — Why did he not 
change his name? By that means his 

ſecret might have been ſecurely kept, 
more ſecurely, at leaſt, though even 
then it is hardly poſſible it ſhould 
for any length of time. Is he not 
liable to meet with ſome who know 
him at every ſtep he takes? He is 
not of a rank to paſs unnoticed, or 
unknown; and this ld uncle may 
live for ages. In ſhort, Harriot, 
it is plain there is no happineſs in 
this life to be expected without ab 
88 Io; 
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loy ; if we have no diſtreſa we inn 
fallibly contrive- to create ſome: ſo 
that high and low, rich and ppor, ave 
all upon a par in that article. - 
Surely Sir Charles need have had as 
little as any mortal; rich, perfestliꝰ 

independent aud wholly bis on 
maſter yet, behold the ſituation 
into which he has brought himſelf, - 
for no earthly reaſon that any reaſon» 
able mortal can diſcover — well may 
it be - faid, money is the root of all 
evil — was it not money that tempt» - 
ed my father to play the tyrant as he 
did? and is it not the fame that/tempts 
Sir Charles thus to play the fool ? 
I: have not patience with him, en- 
| * 1 


\ 

i 
* 

* 
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2 What a dall, dreary hie at this 

kite mult - poor Fanny live! and 
What, II repeat, muſt the neighbour- 
hood chink of her, af they think at 
allſ and a molt extraordinary ſet they 
wid bea if they do not? Sure I am, 
& circumſtance of that myſterious na: 
te would afford converſation at 
bvery iea table in our's for a twelve 
month would to the Lord I had 
gone hvith-ber'! L think 1 could have | 
contrived to have put this mercenary 
whitt/ out of his head— it/1s-abſo» 
5 Kitely unaccountable to me; Narriotʒ 
founlike bim, ſo-very-unlik®-whatl 
ſhould have expected from a man of 
his liberal, generous way of think- 


zunge it plainly proves, that theory | 
TT; * | ; 3 4 and 


(ms } 
and practice are two. very different; 
things.” One diſtreffing;/ and, im = 
probability, a no leſs fruitleſs. pics 
of buſineſs it has ſpared me; vou ae. 

I am forbid, to inform my father += 
this 1 fully intended to do the fin, 
ſavourable moment chat affered.... 1 
eannot ſay 1 bad: any great hopes 
that my eloquence would have pownn 
to ſoſten him, yet I thought it worth | 
a trial, and had prepared a moſt fla 


wing encomiuns on the charager- de 


till now pretended; Ignorance of dhe 3 


whole affair, I muſt have made 10 


very capital figure on the ocean 
but that I gave up for my Fauny's OY 


8 and courageoully | lee 5 
n G 3 I, 
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bear like a philoſopher: whatever por. 
dem of indignation might follow in 
conſequence of my conſeſſion but 
all that is now at an end; and I re- 
joice*not à little that I had not at- 
teinpted'it before" this probibition ar- 
ned 1 have zuſt ſent off a long 
letter to the dear creature,” and have 
ſuid al! I could think of to remove 
that dejection too vifible in her's = 
Heaven grant it may produce all the 
happy eſfects 1 with, — Farewel, 
Harriot! you ſee I have nothing of 
iiportance to ſay concerning my- 
ſelf; my days are Ukely to glide on 
in no very animating manner. Aunt 
Deborah and 1 make but ſo ſo com- 
pany: And as for my — be has 
Og >©. --— 


| COR. 
not ſo far recovered his natural ſweets - 
neſs of temper, as to try piquet- or | 
backgammon. \ I-hope this affair will 
not prevent our going to London in 
the winter. Beſdre it happened, he 
had determined to ſpend a few month 
there, hoping Charles would by that 
time be arrived from America. We 
might have cried our eyes out before - 
be would have gone merely to pleaſe 
us. L bave never been there ſince] 
leſt ſchool, and then only for a few 
weeks. Judge, then} whether I haye 
not a trifling deſire to have a ſecond | 
peep— and a mere peep, I preſume, 
I ſhall have if we do go, for he is no 
great friend to gadding, as he calls 
it; and now, I ſuppoſe, be will keep 
. 2758. G4 a thap=, 


/ 


1 

a  iriphr look-out than ever, leſt I, 
too; ſhould meet with a Sir Charles; 
1 think he has ſome little reaſon to be 
convinced it is neither bolts nor bart 
WW - thiat can ſecure a'dinighter if ſhe it 
menned to bid adieu to her finiily 
muanfion; ſo he had better do the 
genteel thing, and truſt to my diſeres 
tion. Let all iny ways be uns 


_ . 
| * 


| ©"confined,” and clap'a padlock o my 
mind. Ls Oe wore copy | 
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The . to the Lew th h 
a 3 are: led to 4 me hs 
my negligence, as you-civilly calllit, 
in not writing to you, Harriot; but 
not having again heard from my poor 
Fanny, of what can ¶ write, ſince, for 
any thing I have either done, ſen, 
or beard, ſince: my laft, Imight us 
well have been in 4 comfortable nap, 
lam wrong, my dear; in the one 
inſtance, for I haye heard ſomething 
which could have alane prevented 
that — a hint, child, dropped n few 


days ago, on the ſubject of our Lon - 
don journey not to me, paw may 
gueks, for I ami by n means ſo fur 

K G = | reſtored „ 
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reſtored to favour as that comes to, 
but to aunt Deborab, who has the 
charge of all our domeſtic matters; 
- caught them in the fact of talking 
about it; and though no more was 
ſaid after I entered the room, I took 


the firſt opportunity to aſk her a few 
queſtions as ſoon as he left it. — Do, 
my good aunt, cried I, tell me wht 
my father has been ſaying to on 
about going to London; I, you 
know, am now in diſgrace, and 105 
no chance of being let into the ſecret 
except by you. Ob, Clara, Clara!” 
aid ſhe; ſhaking her head, . 1 with 
++ ſome folks may not have ſecrets | 
+, of more importance they could re- 
| « veal if they thought proper — 
5 « what 


e — 


. 


what my brother may believe, 1 
« know not, but the world will ne- 
ver perſuade me you are ſo igno- 


«rant: as you pretend in regard to 1 


« Fanny: nay, he muſt be of the 
„ {ame opinion; but, having too 
much reaſon, I am ſorry to ſayʒ 


«ſeems determmed to make np far - 


« ther: inquities about her. Welk, 
ſaid I, as I know you are %’ 


girl, I will ſet your heart at reſt, aa 


far as I am · at liberty. to do ſo, ont wo 

conditions — firſt, that you conceal | 
what I tell you from my father þ and 5 
ſecondly, that you inform me Wwhe- 
ther we go to London, and when— 
She. eagerly agreed to my prapoſals i 5 
ter * #4 8 6 N and 


„ 
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And no wonder, Harriot, finoe-ſhe 
was going to make af excellent bar: 


gain, for, in reality, a ſhort time 


without any conditions at all ; how. 
ever, I thought there could be no 
harm in telling her Fanny was not 
only. married, but well married to a 
man of rink and fortune — this L did, 
aſſuring her ſhe might depend upon 

it as a fact, though to bis nate and 
Emily the muſt. be content to re- 
- main:a-firanger — She was more de- 
Achted then you can conceive, and 
üſked ten thouſand queſtions about 
fer - Why not telt your father 
64 this * cried the ; œ who:knows 
hat 


A 

„ duee?“ — Becauſe; replied I, I am 
not at liberty to tell him; and I have 
ſtretched à point, in order to oblige 
you. — And are you ſure, poſi- 
te tively ſure, Clara, this is truth? 
Moſt certain; faid I, there is nothing 
on earth more ſo. The hone foul 

| aQtually eried for joy. I abſolutely | 
4 kiſſed her for this proof of her affee · 
[ tion Well, now tell me, eried J. 2 
all about this Londen journey g 


„% Why, my dear, the truth-4g-your 
4 father is determined to ſpend tjge 


„ winter there. It ſeems, he has | 

* heurd your: brother; is to be in 

Engiand in a few imohths}; ah he 

* vyiſhes to be there to rective hit :? 
gi 43 ; TE not 


> 
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1 not that this is his only motive: 
be has buſineſs which requires bis 
going, at leaſt, he tells me ſo; 
*% though: I believe, his impatience to 
i ſee his favourite would have been 
« alone ſufficient to carry him-there” 
— Bur our houſe in Hanover ſquare 
is let, ſaid I; how is that point to be 
managed Oh that wiltbea mighe 
t ty eaſy matter, child; in London, 
a people have money in their 
_ <-pockets, they cannot be at a loſs: 

e however, your father is now, 1 
4 believe, writing to a friend there 
ct proeure him one. And when 
does he talk of going? replied I, not 
a ulitdee delighted to find things ſo fat 
= ng in about a fort- 

4 * „ "gs 
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night or three — my dear: 
but let me tell you. you are more 
« obliged to my good offices than 
you imagine — he had no thoughts 
+4 of either taking you or me with | 
« him, till I, well knowing that 


« ſuch a trip would be highly agree - 
able to your watched for a favours ' 


able moment to beg he would in- 


« dulge you, adding, I was ſure your 
+ brother would look upon it as 
pleaſing proof of his attention. 
This had no ſmall weight,” con- 
tmued ſhe, and, I believe, gained 
my point. Vou are a dear, good 
ereature, my dear, dear aunt, cried iI 

and but for ſo kind a friend, what 3 
would now become of me, having 
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Joſt; wy Fanny !—* Ah, poor child yy 
replieq ſhe, yet you tell me ſhe s 
„ happy — who would have believed 
45, creature ſo gentle, ſo mild, could 
. have had courage for ſuch an un- 
* dertaking? Good heavens ! I can 
% hardly yet n myſelf that it 
u in a truth. My father's en- 
trance now put an end to our chat: 
they ſat down. to backgammon for 
the firſt" time fince our delightful 
buſtle; and J left them, my mind 
filled with a- thouſand pleaſant re- 


Fd flections on the ptoſpect before me. 


I know 1 ſhall not enjoy quite ſo 


much pleaſure as might be withed; 


1 a * as I find them moft thank- 


4 but J am perfectly diſpoſed? to take 


fuly: 


| 75 1 } Ry 
fully. — Do not expect to bear 
from me again till I get there, un- 

leſs I ſhould happen to have ſome» 
thing particular to tell you, which 
Ido not at preſent expect. $6 
adieu till then. — i ee 
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"Ts i ant to the fans 


1; DI D not enced Miki again 
from hence, as I told you in my laſtj 
but I have got ſuch a habit of ſerib- 
| _ Wing: that I never fee pen and ink 
without wiſhing to uſe them. Many 
an infignificant epiſtle is the conſe - 
quence of this propenſity. However, 
if I never contract a worſe habit, 
this, I think, may be pardoned. _— IU 
Not till every tbing was finally ſet- WW 
'* fled; in regard to our going to Lon - 
don, did it once enter into my head 
to think what was to become of Wl | 
Honeſt Frank — Sir Charles's man, 


1 mean; nor am 1 quite ſure I ſhould 
| not 
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not have left him quietly here in hiv | 
new occupation, without once think- 
ing of him, had he not had more 
care of hĩmſelf — he took an 6ppors 
tunity ſome days ago to ſpeak to me 
on the ſubject — „ Pray, Madamy- 
faid he, may I take the liberty to 
« aſk how Lam to be diſpoſed of © _ 
« when you leave the country? 
The queſtion actually ſtartled me. 
Really, Frank, replied I, Lam glad 
you put me in mind of that circum 
ſtance. Vou have now been ſo long | 
in your preſent employment, that L 
had forgot you muſt probably be 

heartily tired of it . Not at al-, 
© Madam,” cried he, -* while L tp 
© be 60 any ſervice to you, and the - 
Muy” "46 6 moſt . 


1 
. traſt generous of maſtels 1 am 
mn perfectly content: but will own, 
were it | equally convenient, 1 
could wiſh to have the honour of 
Moſt readily would I gratify your 
Wiſhes, ſaid 1, were it in my powtt; 
dat a gardener will- make no part of 
cor houſchold there. Have f 
Y «your, permiſſion, “ eried he, «6 
. uy my inifluevee with my preſent 
6-maſter ?” — Oh, moſt willingly; 
Frank; yet what hopes can yait 
orm, ſince, as I ſaid before, we ſhall 


t ele no fort. of occaſion for one of 


your profeſſion there? But for 


e ſniart ſervant, well e 


. with the town, you poſſibly may,” 
8 anſwerel 
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anſwered he; „ and I think I-hall 
„make a better figure in that Nas? 
« tion than in that I have the ho- 
. nour to fill at preſent.” — It you | 
can contrive to manage that point, 
faid I, I ſhall be highly pleaſed; 
fince I may. want your aſſiſtanee 
there as much as here; if not, you 
dine E act e 0 
place and return to Sir Charles, and : 
leave me to do the beſt I can, in re · 
gard to my. correſpondence with my 
ſiſter.— © Let me alone, Madam I 
* think I ſtand. pretty well with bis 
10 honour; he often talks to m 
when walking in the Sers 

will venture to expreſs my regret -Y 
at being left behind tell him 1 
e 5 6s bare 


i I * 
c have formerly been a'gentlemant 


„rin . Snch i Ahort, d 


ino doubt of ſuedeſs. "— ef bim 
to do as he thought proper, and th 
very morning he came and told me 
he had ſucceeded; nayYrby, father 
was very well pleaſed, not only with 
the attachment he expreſſes, but with 
bis offer of going, as he wiſhed for a 
man who knew a the town, which 
none of thoſe we have at preſent do. 
I gave him joy, and, to ſay truth 
vas not a little pleaſed myſelf, ſince 
1 might have found difficulty/in ma. 
naging matters without him; at leaſt 
it is more than poffible ; for certain 
it is, ſhould my father diſcover that 
1 e with "holy! he could no 

| longer 
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longer believe my pretended igno- 
rance — I would not ſwear: he does 
believe it, Harriot— but be that as 
it will, Frank's company will make 


22 — cz oa © 


all things ſecure ; and fo, as. I faid 
before, I'am mighty glad he is to be 
of our party. My aunt, too, juſt | 
now told. me, the was very well 
pleaſed at it, as he was a very ſightly _ 
well-behaved young. man. — Adieu z 
now poſitively for the laſt time till! 
get to Harley ftreet, for there, I find, 5 
we have gat a houſe. I muſt go 
and aſſiſt my Abigal in ſorting all 
my things for our journey, as we 
are to ſet off next Monday. I have 
a preſenti ment that it will turn out 


— 


ol 
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but. a heavy, humdrum expedition; 
yet here, now my Fanny is gone, i 
would be ſtill more ſo.—— 


* 
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it Uppeats "te" a dream to ie yet it” 
1s *drtathily y 55 _ BN 8 n e | 
tet till, J beg! ts hive hopes c 
will tu fra 55 c — rably 2 6881 


l expected. | 2 ke ny 408 Aer 
an "Deborah — $ betra aye, the "Traſk | 
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118, 58 [thr rewaly a It, — 1 
= Lan ne 20 0 mf © We 
ub apleckbfe asg 1 I yt 
father' s tempe n has, abs. Wer 
not but — pleaſed AD! , that t * of 
1 aue ie ac t a — 

Vor 1 re | neſs 
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Li 246; 1 
neſs to diſobey his commands, the has 


not been quite ſo ſeverely puniſhed. 
as he moſt piouſly wiſhed. He muſt, 
þ Harriot, whatever be may think 
proper. to acknowledge, be pleaſed, 
to. find the has not either diſgraced. 
herſelf or family. - Perhaps the 
change. may be mend owing, to the 
hopes of ſoon ſeeing my brother; for 
the above, to be ſure, is but conjec · 
ture — no matter which, ſo his good 


2410 17 1 


humour does but continne ; 3 the ef 1 
f 7 2910 


fects, I truſt, will help to keep up, 
mine. My « aunt. is as buſy as a bee 


4910 1nd 2 
in arranging matters up and down 
our new babitation, which f is an ex. 

2 T5 G 5 


cellent one ; though 1 ſhould have 


LQUOUT TE] 
it infinicel * better bad it b been, 
"nearer 


: " K * Io = - 
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nearer the parks, for the benefit of | 
purer air; and I, as you tee, bare 
already taken to my old occupation, 
yet J hope I ſhall not have quite o | 
much idle time on my bands 251 
have bad: of courſe, you miſt | not 
expect to be fo frequently deli glited 
and edifted as in my days of rural 
felicity, with my Pate give you f 
leave, however, he to me as 
often as" you "pleaſe — - Am Tract 4 | 
kind creature, Harriet? - Apropos” 
—talking of creatures; as I was 
ſanding at the the" window of one" of * 
the inns' at which we Lined" on the” | 
road, not knowing "how to employ 2 
wyſelf better, a{mart poſt chz ale and.” 2 
lix drove up to the door, attended by © 5 . 

nl H 2 half - * 


1 5 1 
half, a ſcorerfellows, ſome in, and 
fam on of livery. 1 L. you may h 
ſure, looked out ſharp to ſee the 
owner of all this pomp, and, putting 
on one of thoſe ſmiles which 1 had 


been practiſing for ſame. time. before; 
for doing execution with in London, 
placed myſelf in the; beſt, point of 
view — in a moment. out ee 
ſuch. a, beau, my dear, and on his 
. breaſt. ſuch a blazing, tar; that. what 
with its Juſtre, and that, of his eyes, 
high by ſome Means or otherchap- 

pens. at chat inſtant to meet mine, I 
had, very near been ſtrnek motion: 
leßz re he evidently -veas, for ſome mor 
ments — could he fail, Harriot, fee, 
* a Nat, Leu. Bumble ſervant 

TR Planted 


[ 2 . - 


[ way } Me 
planted thete;hat and featheredas{he 
was — Oh, impoſſible— with lin- 
gering ſteps and flow! — he was 
obliged, 7 however, to tear himſelf 
away, as I had prudently ſet him the 
example. There, my dear, there 
is adventure the firſt— And is that 
al, Clara? you er why; very 
near, to ſay truth; however, a8 1 
know not hoty elſe to fill my: paper, 
you ſhall have the ſequel in a very 
few words, for, alas! à very few 
words Will do the mig hty bufineſs, - 
After dinner "my friend Frank to 
an opportunity to tell me, With 
very grave face, Lord Morland had 
taken him afide, and been aſking bim 
. queſtions coneerning ie, 7 
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ſuch as, wWho I was? Where I came 
from? And where I was going? — 
Pardon me, Madam,“ continued 


be, if I did wrong in anſwering to 
the beſt of my knowledge,; they 
< were, not made impertinentiy: 40 
far from it, his Lordſhip ſpoke of 
'1 8, * ou in raptures, and with the 
s higheſt reſpe.” — Very likely, 
Frank, replied I; but as be could 
have no buſineſs with either one or 
other of theſe particulars, there was 
- uo. neceſſity for your being quite ſo 
communicative; however, as I am 
perſuaded you had no ill intention, | 
blame you, the leſs. His Lordſhip 
- ought, to have known better than to 
 thow himſelf. ſo inquiſitive in-mat- 

| _ 


. 
ters which did not concern him! — 
4 * Madam F id he, WK EIN. 


yours may turely plead his excuſe, 
* it Was certainly very natural ; and 
« really I could hardly find in my 
«66 heart'to refuſe doing even more.” 
— How is that? eried I. Pray what 
more did he impertinently defire'? — 
He no looked rather filly, and only 
anſwered, 4 We Madam, 1 did not 
« do it” — Well, well, replied I, 
fo much the better; you faid quite 
enough to a firanger. —* Not a 
E ſtranger neither,” eried Franke, 
«for 1 had the honour' of ſerving 
« his Lordſhip before I lived 'with | 
6; bas Charles,” — Oh, oh . cried'T, 
2 H 4 ' then 


il 142 1] Ry 
egi en morf FBI Rut 
AW compliangey 3h.) confeſs, is 
owe. apology : hut, remember, 1 

know; nothing, of him 3, ſo. pray, do 
Br let. me, be. the ſubjeR, of, any 
faxthgr converſation, He left mg, 
though 1 could plainly ſee, he was,a 
Ale diſappointed, at. my not, preſſing 
to Kno, what it was he had fo her 
Foically. refuſed A .9bl ige him mT, 
his, judged it oſt, prudent to Sax: 
hear, yet, would have given a triſſe to 
have known nevertheleſs. This dia- 
Jague-ſexved to amuſe my thoughts 
dyring the tedious. evening; for my 
fatbgrs finding himſelf fatigued, choſe 
to ſtaꝝ all night; and I ſhould, ꝓro · 


bably Pare forgot ut belgre morning. 
had 


* 
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pad 1 not by accident heard his 
Lordſhip calling to one of his men, 
that he, too, ſhould ſleep there, und, 
perhaps, proceed nd farther; as he 

had thoughts of proceeding next day 
to London. I need hardly add; this 


gave rife to ſome trifling emotions in 9 


my gentle boſom, as I might, wir- 
ont the imputation of vatiityy ſet tlie 
change in his plan down to my o 
account. We had not gone a 
mile net da y, hen behold; His 
Locdhipts 4arfiagt Pal ourt 5 ind, 
24 ny father is ene of your flying 
travellers, he hüd-time en pan W 
= a moſt:exprefiive gl at you, 

hara iti aidt yer but ge 
you! my hone ven 116-4 karther; "IF 
592 --- 5 my ws 


[one 7] 
149 habit was fortunately buttoned, 
++ it did not reach my heart. To 
tell you the truth, I did not ſind it 
very flattering; that is, there Was a2 
kind of expreſſion in it which, to: be 
ſure, ſaid you are a divine brenture; 
but, in ſhort, it was a veryo im- 
pertinent glance for all that , 0 1 
buave ſet him down a man of be 
| 2 world — you have read a pair of yo- 
Jumes ſo called, Harriot; -and, of 
_courſe, know what I mean by the 
epithet — If he is ſuch a borrid being, 
pray heaven I may never more ſet 
Jes on him. The adventure is 
now really finiſhed ; for after that, we 
proceeded quietly to Harley ſtreet 
4 ay father's features conſiderably re- 
I 3 laxed 


l 
laxed from their late ſtiffened condi- 
tion; my aunt impatient to ſte if all 
things were ready for our reception 
according to orders; and I; my dear, 
mighty eaſy about that matter, fully 
ſatisfied to find myſelf actually in 
London — fo, fare ye well. I 
now only want a letter from my 
Fanny, to make me as happy as a 
queen — one muſt take it for granted 
all queens are happy - ñ;ĩ?; 
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gi my dear Clara, what can 
Lite that will not diſtreſs you 12 
To you, and only you, can I freely 
open my Heart ; and muſt conſeſs, 
that Heart is oppreſſed with a melan⸗ 
choly I eannot conquer yet my 
amiable Sir Charles is all my heart 
can with ; tender, aſſiduous, enga- 


ging; he, with the ſweeteſt atten- 
tion, watches my every look, that he 
| may anticipate my wiſhes, even in 
tha moftrtrifling things; he ſeems to 
live but in my ſmiles: but thoſe 
lmiles, my Clara, are too often over- 
caſt with clouds. What can I do, 

ES 10 my 


TT wry 
my love? How conceal from his pes | 
netrating ey es the forrow which prey 
upon me; and deſtroys my! peace of 
mind? To be thus baniſhed:from 
my family; thus ſeparated from the 
ſiſter, the friend of my heart; and 
none of his, as 1 fondly hoped, to 
make up to me in forme meaſure the 
loſs of my own'— alas! had fore: 
ſeen —— But, Gara, 1 am ungrate · | 
ful to the beſt of men; indeed: l um . 
my Clara I have every: tea is 
be happy; believe me, Ive. DO 
not let What |E:have' fooliſhly: fd 
make you uneaſy ; t i811) weakmels” - 
time will conquer; dime wil b ao 1 
doubt hot, produce à pleaſing change 
in my ſnuaton. And Ui : 
4 © to 


lll that anziouſly-withed-for day ar 
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to blame for giving way to one re- 
pining, one murmuring reflection 
Surely, I never was ſo fond of ſocie- 
ty. nor ſo much accuſtomed · to ĩt 
why; then, find this ſolitude ſo: irk. 
ſome? — But it is not; on the con- 
trary, were I reſtored to: my father's 
'favour, and bleſſed with the compa- 
ny of my Clara, it would be a Para- 
diſe to me. Sir Charles has repeat: 
edly preſſed me, in the kindeſt man- 
ner, to let him introduce to me ſome 
of the families in the neighbourhood: 
but is there not danger in it, my 
d dear? Is it not more prudent to wait 


rives, in which he can publiekly 2c: 


knowledge me? I wiſh only to be 
0 3 | pt 


pr 
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preſented to his relations, to his'own 
friends. From the ſociety of ſtran- 
gers, eſpecially while a fear remains, 
that the ſecret he ſo earneſtly wiſhes 


to conceal might by that means be 


divulged, I could enjoy no ſatisfac- 
tion; I ſhould be in continual appre- 
benſions, and under a moſt painful 
reſtraint. + This I have told him, and 
be kindly yields to my reaſons ſor 
declining it: yet it hurts me, on his 
account, as it prevents him from en- 
giging in a thouſand amuſements be 
might otherwiſe partake of; not that 
he has ever yet ſhewn the leaſt ſymp- 
toms by his behaviour of » wearitiels | 
or diſguſt: ſo far from it, he has ten 
8 pay 


pany of iis * —— 
to him. —!Ought not this tender af. 
ſurance to ſet my heart kt reſt ? ==. 
I have already told you, wre found 
an excellent library here, and, alſo, 


muſical inſtruments of vations kinds; 


with theſe; and my pencil, I paſs my 
time if not quite ſo chearfully us 
when my Clara uſed to partake them 


with me, yet very happily; Sit 


Charles has a fine taſte, and he is de- 
lighted to aſſiſt me im my. Rudies, 


* y voice, which he takes pleaſure in 


9 telling me firſt drew him to my en- 


chanted caſtle; las ſuch an attraction 
he repeatedly declared cas would, in. 
dependent of alliimy Gther!/ perfers 


tions, {ſecure ther this: forever The 


ung ſong 


U aha J- 


ng 1. waslioging, on1that memor: * 

ble day he hag made me ſing ten 

thouſapd, times, Clara,. g In bb 
engaging manner does the moſt ami 
able of men flatter me. What, hen | 
i; wanting to n felicity ? e. 
have already told .you;; and., I 
fear, pill, think, unreaſonable but 
let me juſt whiſper in your cat, m 
love; is he not, amiable and: enga- 


ging as he ig, za little unreaſonable 


himſelf? Who, elle, forthe fake of 
adding to a; fortune already affluent, 
thus give-up:the.joys.of ſagifty, and 
all the pleaſures. of that world in 
which he is ſo formed to ſhine, and 
to which he has ever till now been 
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| 
| 
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-accuſtomed? I fear, indeed, my Clara, 
1 fear, from this circuniftance, he 


[ 61 


carries his love of riches to a faulty 
exceſs. Doating upon me as hr 


does, were not that the cafe, would 
be not have had a pride in preſenting 
me to thoſe friends he perpetually tells 


me would adore me, did they but 


know me?: — The love of riches, | 


fay, then, muſt be his predominant 
paſſton; yet how very inconſiſtent 


with his noble, generous ſentiments! 
_ —it is unaceountable; it is aſtoniſh+ 
ing — But let us remember, the very 


beſt of us are but imperfe& creatures 


the very beſt have their blemiſhes, 


and my Sir Charles has only this 
8 | one; 


Na "7 
one: in every other iuſtanee he is 
abſolutely faultleſs; and even this, 
his unbounded love for his Fanny 
may poſſibly ſtrengthen yes, I will 
believe it is for her ſake, and only 
bers, he wiſhes: for an increaſe and 
ſhall 1; then, condemn him? — Hea⸗ 


ven forbid! no; rather let me ſe- 
verely condemn myſelf for what 1 


have wrote. Surely, if he has but one 
fault, one ſingle failing, his Fanny 
ought to have been blind to that 
Forgive me, thou moſt amiable of 
men; forgive me J never, never 
again will T allow my pen ſuch li- 
berties. — Clara, my love, I ſind my 
heart conſiderably relie ved fince I be: 
bh gan 


gan chatting with you — my ſpirits 


of duty be tewarded by finding a 


of his life to render you happy a 


85 to complete all, may he obtain the 


Hat” ; | mind 


7 i 


were rather low —they- are revived 
Lam i quite happy indeed, indeed] 
am. Adieu, my friend, my ſiſ. 
ter I= ſhall ' impatiently expect to 
hear f your arrival in London, and 
all vou ſee and do there. Oh! 
may your perſeverance in the paths 


man worthy to, poſſeſs ſuch a heart 
es hours; and may it be the ſtudh 


vou deſerve to be Let me add, 


precious giſt of that heart from the 
bands of our father! Ah, Clara! 
this. — hut no more — then will your 


L | 


mind never experience thoſe pangs 


* 


of ſelf reproach; which, will t ſome 
moments torture and diſtreſs that of 
your - i 1 y 10 51 BY Mi inked 
N DSU ot Nn ASteh | 
a duo! 
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| E firſt page of your letter, my 
deareſt ſiſter, diſtreſſed me more than 
] can'expreſs; and had I not had the 
conſolation to find, as I read on, your 
dejection wear off, you would have 
received a dull anſwer from me, in 
ſpite of my inclination to amuſe you 
to the utmoſt of my power. Shall 
I chide you, my love, for giving 
way to thoſe fruitleſs, and, I would ö 
hope, cauſeleſs reflections, which 
thus torment your too feeling heart? 

Or cal honeſtly confeſs you have 
ſome Title reaſon? Ves, it is very 
little, my Fanny. Your preſent fitu- 

| ation 


= gut to Fanny. 


- 
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ation is aukward; there is no deny- 
ing it: but let us do Sir Charles the 
gpſtice to believe he has reaſons for 
his conduẽt; perhaps, more weighty 
reaſons even than thoſe he mentions. 
Secure. of his affection, and conſcious." 
of your own, irreproachable eonduct, 
endeavour to wait without repining 
for that happy day which will put 
an end to all your preſent trouble 
and perplexities ; it cannot, my; love, 
be à very diſtant one: no donht, 
your engaging Sir Charles, is now 
doing all in his pow er to haſten it. 
A precipitate diſcoverꝝ of his ſecret 5. - | 
night not only retard, but wholly 
preyent the purgoſe he. has in wen, 


eee £9 ſuppoſe he wil tize. of; © 
ſolitude 


. Tx 7 


Cl 168/ 1 
ſohtude oſboner than ot. T. Efe"he. 
chſtomed to retiremeit, depefld: upon 
10 be Will rather acrificc the hopes 
Et has 16 long ftidulged, than con- 
tintie in it much lotger. Wert he 
ablolutely dependent Upon this unte, 
it öuld be another affair; prudettec, 
then; unght, perhaps, tempt hf t6- 
practiſe a degtee of felftdeiHtäl, wich 
in s tuation is bVnoO meals necef. 
| ſary9! nor will lie db it much longer, 
| as iid before, kak f word for it" 
oo WS unnatural, zit Binesnfffeft 
Wich is character, to believe H Liu" 

Iaagter with yon; my Year, that he 
1 ſetitts to ſet more valtie on welt” 
mt T can- think it defttves büt 
Waun ar may mbt be 1 us 


3917411 * we 
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2 to reckon” upon as his 
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we imagine to reſign without u ur- 
mur an eſtate he has till now been. 


Let us make every "reaſons 
— ee for him, my 10 
the beſt of men have their failings, 
# you obſerve, and the beſt of wo- 
men, too, I preſume ; though, aſter 
n no doubt, be tempted be 
ay, I certainly am an exception to 
the general rule. And now let 

me treat. you. with a few lines in re- 
zard to my noble ſelf. — I hope you 
lave read with becoming wonder- 
ment my lordly adventure on the 
road to London. It is plain my let 


ter, in which it was honourably men- 5 5 


Vor. I e tioned. 


1 


= % a 
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_ tigned, bad, yok. raf bed, J fair 
bands, ben, Jahrsd Was we, gf 

gu. gould not pothbly haxe palled 
gi un noticed — 11 Ju could, 1. der 
air of finding jany ſubject for the 
fußyne likely to gneet with z leſs mort 

rifyjog, fate: but J. will not, ſuppoſ 
it I take it for granted, then, you 
imagine me nav, deeply engaged in 
Fart ing on this adventure ; that, his 
Lordſhip f 1s. contriving a variety 5 
ſchemes. to gain admuſgn to the pre 
ſence, of bis fair unknown — Oh 1 
Hrget, beneſt. Frank cleared, up that 
eint, by telling him every circum 

Lavcy, reſpeRing, me c well, wen. 

tonsein admiffan, we'll ſay 5 and 

| that, 1 1. um in ee. Wee en 
ä 1 0 


5g! 54 
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 jmaginable”every time a rap comes 
| you are woefully. miſtaken: that is, 


may be contriving 1 will not pre- 


| fatlcy! Sr Which VAR 
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to the door, flattering myſelf, it can 


be no other than my noble lover, or, 


atleaſt,” an emiſſary from him with 
a billet dour. — No; my dear, no; 


your too-lively imagination hs; as 


{yi pped the mark; things are not yet 
come to that what lis Lordſhip 


fume to gueſs ; but hitherto I have 
had no other proofs of his conſtancy 


chan ſeeing him parading, once a dax 1 


at laaftꝭ by:our . windows, ſometimes 
on fodt; ſomotimes in his carriage 
the latter, I. ſuppoſe, left! IT u 


* #1 E 2 5 . law 8 


my father ente ſaid to me, out- 


— 
_ _ —— — 
\ - 


3 — — day laſt 


mile — I ſhall next expect a ſerenade. 
In the mean time, let me tell you a 
ſeeret, my dear — 1 have ſeen a eres- 
ture, who, without taking half that 


t . 


ſaw him, and all the parade of pomp 
attending it, Were only borrowed 
plumes. This mode of paying his 


devoirs is a good deal in the Spaniſh 


trouble, has — has — how ſhall I ex- 


prefs- myſelf? — In ſhart;;who, With 


Half that trouble, might, 1 believe, 


make a greater progreſs in my heart 


- aye, now my Fanny begins to 


- brighten up, and read with proper 
attention — Proceed, dear Clara, ſhe 
eries ; g proceed, and tell me who 


be is, where you:law: him, &c, &c. 


IT a : 
3 4 


week 
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week an old friend of my- father's 
called upon him to alk a queſtion 
about buſineſs I know not what 
he was preſſed to prolong his viſitʒ; 
but ſuid, he could not, having left a 
young gentleman at the door in his 
carriage waiting for him, with whom - 
iy res going uo de 6 the other end 
of the town. My father, looking 
u bis watch, and ſeeing it was early, | 
iaſtantly rung the bell, and ordered 
the ſervant to gol with hit compli- 
ments to the gentleman, and beg he 
would walk in, at the ſame time s 
proaching Me. Maſon (his friendly; 
name) for being ſo eeremonious 3 
to leave him there. Mavy civil; 
* would have. ue 'betwegir” 

$5t: 13 the 


n 


tes tion old Grecians, I make no- 


doubt, had not the entrance of the 


ſtranger put an untimely end to 


them Sball I confefs,! Fanny, 
his Entrance alſo put an end; or very, 
very mear it, to your Clara's hitherto- 
boatted indifference? — Such a form, 
ſuch 2-pair- of eyes, ſuth hair, and 
ſuch n ſet of tèeth/ never bufore; E 
believe in my conſcibnee, met toge 


tier an one male creature — it "was: 
roally a ſhame to ſee ſuch profafion” 


ot beauty thrown away upon a mum; 
indeed, it would have been more 


das ciough to turn che filly head of 
any woman; ſo, perhaps, it is a8. 


well as it is. Sir Bdward Muſe: 


*M graves” faid Mr Maſon; ar hen. 
or Ct "tered, 


6 


tered, preſtnting Him to my bier: 
aunt Debora, and ur Clara. Hd 
paſd his compliments n a matters ' 


not; in the cbmtiött ikke! yo ff 


be fore Fanny! after che; deſcripti.- 


have given bft his efegaht petſüm 
but*{o-eaſy! {6 gratefolly; U- 
in ſhort, 10 peffectfy ro" try tate 


way of giving bim -& civil hut ihutt 


w m nom iI icidfact ions Be b 
very little attention to it a indesd, hi : 
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ate Abring bis Hays I' Ctfld-think 
&f not ing bot hx provoking egg 
nem at the! other end of the tb ff. 
454 Bud the echifolativir to dbſerde 

that he; bh the tontrary;” ſcemed tet 
bete qufte forgot it. His friends 
veriÞ tines kobked at His wnteg ee 


4 
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eyes and attention were better ems 
ployed — it is true, his converſation 
was chiefly addreſſed to my father; 
it ran upon our affairs in America, of 
courle :/.for what elſe do the men 
now talk of ? — to my father it is a 
cheme particularly intereſting. you 
Vet, though ſo deeply engaged in 
politics, he contrived to ſay and to 
do a thouſand more than barely civil 
wings to your Clara; and ſhe had 
reaſon to believe, if his dinner was 
tpbiled, it might july be taid to her 
charge. A fine young gentle- 

man, that, cried my aunt, as ſoon 
as they were gone; there is ſame· 
thing uncommonly engaging in 


1 «6 his 


. . 
* 


(am } | 
«. brother?” turning to my father» 
% Ves,“ replied he; be appears: to 
be better informed, than maſk others 
4 I. bave met, with, of his age; bujt 
« af he , ſtays: long in this, qiſſipated 
wn“, (for he is hut lately. xe» 
turned from bis traxels, Fanny) 6. 
will pot anſwer i for what he May 
be by this time twelvemonth, rt 
1. faid- nothing; but paid. ien | 


know, for us miſſes ta glye their opi⸗ 
nions of cheſe matte xs. at loaſt, h cg 
aſked,., and mine was: not. Nom, 
would you believe it, Fanny * Jo 2 
fimple, ſo diſintereſted a being am h 


7718 | | I 5 with g 


thinking my dear. It is nqt, 1 


that were Lord Morland, decorated“ 
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with u te ſtar for the oceafion, and 
| this chatmin g Sir Edward, with no 
botlier derorations than what nature 
has kindly beſtowed tipon him; both 
in my offer at this precious moment, 
I mould not heſitate in my choice! 
Very, very little, it is true, do 
Tuo of either at preſent; yet to Sit 
Edward would 1 prefent my lil) 


9 


Hand! Adieu, my love! Pray 
160K upon all this as merely antefl 
fot to amuſe you: Should you 
8 nein 1 have the folly to expect 
| "Uther of them on 0 light bund. 
non, you mut, alſd, imagine: me a 
Very weak creature, and that 1 P- 
e deny Onde More; S 

he's May your next prove to me; that 
or 0 7 ng your 


u 7 
your amiable heart is more at eaſe 
that when you wrote laſt, faite m 
baiſemains a Monſieur votre epon 
and believe me my. Fanny's mbſf 
tenderly· aſſectionate 
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in which I ſent you a copy oi m 


2 I wept over its con- 


3 


and fo, I am ſure, would 

Wager the firſt reading, and yet, | 
- hos like myſelf, laugh at your 

ally after a moment's reflection: 
for, in fact, what cauſe have we to 
cad tears? I grant, as I freely own-- 
ed to the dear creature, there are ſome 1 
circumſtances in her preſent ſituation. I | 
an ee (2s 1 could wiſh: but 


"EFF. 
a ſhort time, I truſt, muſt make, a 
change. for the better — either the; | 
old ſoul of an uncle will or will nat 
be reconciled to the ſtep his clegane 
| nephew has taken, when informed of 
iter if be ſmiles, ſo much the harter? 
il he frowns, Sir Charles need not 
cat — and if he will care, all I can 
ſay is, he is not quite ſo. perſect a 


ping all ſorther comments on the ſubs - 
je, let me give. you a ſketch of my 9 


bring #6 we have: ventured to page; 


— — — — - 


- — — - 


- 4 \ a 2 
r bw ͤ — 
— - — — - — — — © ___—_— — ; 


chrnel a ſbciable being! On our firſt 
Arten every rap at the door pros! 
Ass e“ perviltt echzmü tion of Br, 

kind or ther; but he now hears them 
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county is wearing off by degrees 
nothing Icke ſdciety to brighten up 
ones fütulties — à few ykarg more 


ſpent in retirement old have com 
Verted fm into an · abfolute ſnarſerr 
but; ank heaven, and this joyons 


jaumt, her is not in & fair wWAato be- 


mel Phitofofhtt.” Böth bim and 


ahnt Deborah had formerly af pretty 
numero Hoquiintance t chis dear 
; tins matty of cem re, to » 46 
ſhit, dead and Vdrieck $i the Cones 
| FttityEate © for fo Tong have they, 


Ike a paif of duty forth; baried chem 


uus ; _ ſelves 


— 5 


I 


| o 
0 
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ſelves in the joyleſs country, mold 
of Which time Fanny and II yo. 
know, were in # boarding feböel. 
The death of our amiable mother? 
the world faid, determined him te 
quit che buſy ſcenes of liſe r but; to 
tell you the truch, 1 never güve hh m 
credit for ſo much feeling - How 
could J, Harriot, raiſipg, as he pero 
petually was, at every thiug in Wiſes 
mate form? Has he not a theuſünd 
times deelsted; he looked apon: W i. 
men as merely neceſſaty evils G. f i 
git Þ Forgive hi. — Thére. W 
meti; y Geary or my ſagucit) tally 
me, who 100k pon us inna org 
Aatteriug ght? Lord Martandj! for 
in dauer. By denne l de ha g 
of. 


| LY 


aa ſoch a caſket, Harriot 1 — Na- 
; ture, I am poſitive, formed it on 


no ambition to ſhare it with the: mul 
titude. But there is a heart I would 


[ 184 i 
of his character, 1 dare ſwear, he 
would be perfectly | noma; warp 
but woman — there are noble ſenti · 
ments for you, Harriot! — however, 


T bate all extremes; and Fo, my dear, 


1 give up all. farther: defigns on bis: 
Lordſhip's capacious heart: I have, 


give my, little finger to call · wholly 
mine: and this treaſure is encloſed 


purpoſe to ſhow us What abſolute 
perſeqtion is, and, having finiſhed: - 
het — mn n on 
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— what a mercy it is that the whim 
of making him an emperor did not 
ſeize her; then might I in vain have 
given every finger I have to poſleſs. 
it: but as ſhe luckily did not, why, 
my dear, 1 am not altogether hope- 
leſs — no matter how we became ac- 
quainted I told that to Fanny, and 
hate . repetitions; ſuffice! iy to ſays 
we are acquainted, have been ſo above 
a. month, and that he ſeemy deter- 
mined not to drop it if he oan poſſi- 
bly help ĩt; a Mr, Maſon introduce 
him to us, apparently by mere chances Bf 
but it is an event of ſuch a deligit- 
had been written in the book of fate 

ſome thouſand years before the _ 
. 1 2 : | . 


Mr laben was 1 into exif- 
tence '= You muſt know, my dear, 
he is but lately returtted from abroad: 
and the very day I firſt ſaty him WA 
actually engaged to dine with 4 Par- 
ry, here & lady wis to be, às ff By" 
accident obſerve, Hof dhe late St 
Edward had: made a pdiht with him 
on big denthf bed be THOU: tharrys 
Shes; it ſeems, the daughter of H 
very partiettlar friend f left hr 
coxphan? wich an imtmenſc fortune 
Vea in her Power“ Sf EG Wat 
L206 fehler had progeny fett 
=, the (matter between them, ' without 
conftiltiis the parties tioſt concert.” 
6d; my Edward, I had atmoftTard; If th 
| vn at that tim on his travels. His | 

8 84 father, 5 


& 


($1 
facher, finding Kis health datiningy*. 
wrote for him to return home imme - 


diatety 3“ het Agtebd: boweverge tout” 


late? but with Mr. Maſon he leſt 


inſteveteds in chard' to the projets! 


ed match the dude facher had been 


dead three or ur years — The had 


likewiſe boeiſ intermed of theit mu- 


tuab deſre ef untting their famihes by : | 


this marriage, and, as I was ſaying; 


add, there was to be tio cop 


ninch wiſhed by the parents z but chu: 


was all. Little did 1 dream, at the 
time 1 firſt ſaw bim, of -what imports” 


tance the viſit was he was going to 
W make, 


that very day was the” Art Be f 
their” ſeeing euch other. Fafgud“ 


eierted on either ſide; it w A thing 


n | 
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make, or how nearly it might con- 
cern my future happineſs, — What 
his thoughts were I dare not poſitive- 
lx ſay, left I ſhouldin'the end find 
myſelf miſtaken: but I ſhrewdly | 

ſuſpect, he even then wiſhed Miſs 

Moleſworth might reſemble your 
_ friend Clara. —— All this, Harriot, 
we learned a few days after from Mr. 
Maſon, except the laſt ſurmife, which 
i; entirely my own — he dined with 
my father; and on ſomebody men · 

boning bis young friend Sir Edward. 
he gave us the above particulars.” T. 
was upon. thorns to know the. reſult | * 


af the interview: but, though I cer- | *© 
fainly might, without creating the 
? 


ſmalleſt ſuſpicion, have freely aſked: 


£®. * 1 
* 
. ; 


* 
90 


1 5 | 


it, che queſtion ftuck in my throat, 


and for my life I could not hem it 
up — my aunt, however, ſound it 
no ſort of difficulty; ſhe at once 
ſaved me the conflict. 4: Why, 
« faith, Madam,“ ſaid he, .I know 


% not how the matter will end; he 


made no objections to paying the 
<« young lady a viſit, nor did he find 
„any to her perſon. When Taſk- 


ed, as we returned, his opinion f 


* her, his praiſes, however; wert 


« rather cold; but I hoped a ſecond 
interview might have - inſpiret - 

him with more lover- like expreſs - 
«+. fions ; for ſhe is not only rich, 


but by all the world pronounced 


„ remarkabl handſome,” Hu- 
| y hat "= 1 
A wad riot, fl 


bon | RT” „ Beay- 


{ Go ] 
riot, that was a pen ſant ſtroke; was 
vit mot!? t went directly to my heart 
lila ock, of cle ctricity. It is 
„amazing. ſaĩd my father, 45 that 
£4a\young fellow, ten fible as he ap- 
t peats to be, ſliould not at one 
% glance ſee · the advantage of ſuch i 
mathe“ „ Perhaps, he does,“ 

raplied Mr. Maſon ; „ but young 
te men of his age, and, let me add, 
ol his ſentiments, for he dias ſome 
$4vcry: old faſhioned ideas of matri- 
tomony, are not always governed 
by the laws of prudence. In point 
| Suff inteteſt, he certamly never can 

lde a wiſer thing a bur, handſome 
1 ſhe is, ſhe may iiot, ꝓerhaps, 
wer his motions! of beauty. 


1 «98 } 4 
4 Beauty |” ſaid my father, hat 
4 a farge! Gan a woman with ga 
fortune like hers fail tobe beant- 
„ nion of him while Ilie, if -I find 
4% he is not, Worried 10 her. in 
* menthi“ X ou takesit Tor grant 
od, then, ſaid I, having gluckeg up 
2 little courage during their dialcgud, 
4hat tha Koung lady can haue nor 
jections ta Sie Edward B- (ind 
« very: reaſonably we may, 65166 
my father 5 has he not ee thing 
{+ tonecom mend him l Girls lagk 
+. fox in a duſbpnd?,ds kechotrhands , 
ſome, graceful and well brad? 
F do. not {ayrbe'poligfſesno wienandy Bf 
+ pliſknnegns. of a more gtageſul a? BN 


0 | % tre; 


| L ww] 

4 ture; but what woman ever trou- 
ce bled her head abòut them?“ — 
Thank you, my dear Sir, for the 
compliment, ſaid I, fmiling ; our 
ſex are infinitely obliged to you, no 
doubt. I hope Sir Edward does us 
more- juſtice, - If I thought he did 
not, IL would contrive to let Miſs 
Moleſworth into that part of his ſen» 
might then ſue in vain. — This pro- 
Buced a {mile on all fides ; and a ſer- 
vant” telling us juſt then that coffee 
as ready, my aunt and I went into 
dhe drawing room, leaving the two 
gentlemen to ſettle the point as they 
thought proper. From chat time, 1 
fear, ar, rather; his friend, Mr. Ma- 
„ ſon, 


9 
ſon, I fancy, fears Sir Edward's vi- 
ſits have been more frequent in Har- 
ley ftreet than in Bedford fquare 3 and 
I have ſome little reaſon- to be of the! 
ſame opinion, Harriot The latter 
is at ſuch an intolerable diſtance 
you know; that it wodld require a 
additional pair of horſes to drag a 
man there as Often as fe, I ſuppoſe 
would (wiſh; now from Cavendiſh 
ſquare, where he lives, to our houſe, 
is but a ſtep Which makes al te: 
difference imaginable Now a word 
or two of my noble admirer, Lord ⁵ 
Morland, and I have dene; for it iv* . 
high time, I am ſure. Alk T c 
lay, he haunts me like a Mad ow f g 
whete. Lwill, there he is; laſt Sand“ 
Vor. I. K. day, 


; L 296: | 
day, hen at church, who ſhould I 
h ſee at my elbow but his Lordſihip: 
this pious, device he fancies,. I pre- 
ſume, cannot fail to produęe a hap- 
pzc; and muſt have coſt him 
_  na+dgfall moxtification,; for ] dare 
ſyear he haz not been in one before 
ſince he was chriſtened, nor then nei- 
ther, it is imoſt probable... I: do not: | 
bsazliexe it wan premeditated ſtep: | 
bug he by acident was paſling by ss 
Len in + with a look intended to ff | 
 Qoppdd, hig garziage and followed ff | 
f 
a! 


me; net infebmy: Eat, indęsd, (bk! 
ther next. „im ſorry to fayyd 
be ſpoiled my; deyptien x; nor were 

his direfted to the proper object, yaiv, 
17 A Lay 
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may well believe — he i is 4 4 vile fe. 
low, Harriot, I am poſitive: His 
impertinent eyes plainly declare it — 
handſome be is; but I dere Bin 
moſt  cotdially for all that.” gn = Win 


ready to hand me into the co 1 
took my hand, without” giving me 
time to withdraw i It, and ; prefſing i I 
moſt intoletably, * whiſpered ſome- 


thing about diinity, happinels, „ plef- 


ſed opportunity, and I know "not 4 
what ſtuff of that nature. 1 only 


118 


bowed” with an air of ſurpriſe as 
much as to oy, 1 know you not, 
and of courfe am "rather amazed al at 
your forward” familiarity. - _ 1. is 
pretty Paal the man Has formed ſome 
Fo 8 fly 
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filly views or other, and 1 ſuppoſe 
will never be at reſt till he has told 
me what they are; yet he will not 
clearly explain them, I fancy, ſince 
I have reaſon to believe they will not 
very well bear it — how imperti- 
nent, Harriot, to dare to entertain 
any ſuch, for I am in no doubt con- 
cerning the nature of them,. becauſe 
truly 1 happen to pleaſe his taſte, 
and he chances to be a lord. Did 1 
wear a ſword, with what pleaſure 
could 1 run a being of that kind 
through the body : — He has not 
even youth to excuſe him; for on a 

nearer view, I find he is ſome years 

| paſt bis bloom, though to ſee him, 
en Paſſnt, he does not appear above 

| thirty. 


E 97 ] 
thirty. I hope I ſhall never have 
occaſion to waſte my ink upon him 
again — ſo, adieu! 


4 


Yours, 4 * 1 + 17 
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bf 1 The ſame to te ſame. 890 
| I aw uneaſy, Harriot, that I do 
not hear from my beloved Fanny — 
What can be the meaning of it! I 
have written to her twice ſince my 


— — - W-2 


Laſt to you, and though that 1 is now 
a full month, have not had one line 


* 
— — — — — — — - 
” 


from her. This caſts a damp on all 
my pleaſures — what, I ſay, can be 
the meaning of her unuſual long 
ſilence! — I have a thouſand agree- 
able things to tell you ; but cannot 
find in my heart to begin, while 


- I: 2 — = = — = \ bd 


thus anxious about the dear creature. . 
Sometimes I pleaſe myſelf with the 
idea, that Sir Charles has ſettled eve- 
27 7 
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ry thing,” and that they mean to ſur- 
priſe me by their arrival in town; 
at others, I tremble left ſhe fhould 
be ill, and unable to inform me *6f 
it; yet he could ſurely write Were 
that the caſe, ——1 muſt lay down 
my pen, Harriot, though 1 fully 
meant to treat you with a long let. 
ter. 1 will, at leaſt, lay it by kill 
the poſt hour is paſt ; perhaps I may. 


bear to-day 3 if not, it is in vain fer 


me to Fe _ T's am ſo un- 


15 ( 
— 6 


o 
* * —_ 


1. continuation, a 


1 18 lt ſinee I ben dn, 


letter, my dear Harriot. I believe 


it never would have been finiſhed, 


"4 4 


£0160 K 4 had 


20 
bad I not ſince that time received 
two packets by the ſame poſt from 
our beloved Fanny. — Thank hea- 
ven, my fears were groundleſs; ſhe 
4s 1a perfe& health, the tells me: but, 
as if fate never intended ſhe ſhould 
be quite at eaſe, ſhe is now unhappy 
about her adored Sir Charles, She 
ſays, ſhe has of late obſerved a de- 
| jection, a thoughtfulneſs in his man- 
ner, a ſomething, in ſhort, whieh 
ſhe cannot well deſcribe, to which, 
till now, he has been a ſtranger. 
She has in vain begged him to tell 
her the cauſe. He aſſures her he is 
' unconſcious of it; and, preſſing her 
with tenderneſs to his heart, intreats 
* not to entertain an idea of that 
nature. 


{ 20 
nature. She adds, though ſomething 
evidently preys upon his ſpirits, ſhe 


has the happineſs. to aſſure me, his 


afſection for her is rather, if poſſible, 
increaſed than diminiſhed. This, 
Harriot, is the ſubſtance of her let- 
ters, for ſhe touches on the ſame diſ- 
treſſing ſubject in both, I have not 
time to copy them for you, nor can 


ſend the originals, as I have not yet 


anſwered them. — And now élet 


me tell you ſome of the thouſand 
agreeable things I talked of in the 


beginning of this epiſtle. I fear 1 
have rather exaggerated in point of 


number; but that is a triflle GQ 


. ” - 
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Sir Edward continues to pay me 


his devoirs as aſſiduouſly, or more 
Jo, indeed, than ever; and has ren- 
_ dered himſelf fo highly agreeable to 
my father and aunt, that, I believe, 
they both forgive his negle& of the 

fair Moleſworth — and, very fair ſhe 
is, Harriot, I do affiire you: per- 
Haps, had I reaſon to fear her as a 
rival, I ſhould not fo readily do juſ- 
tice to her. charms: but that not 
being the caſe, I can behold them 
without the ſhadow of envy ; nay, I 
even feel exceedingly for her diſap- 
pointment.— She loves him, then, 
you cry.— Moft aſſuredly ſhe does, 
Harriot ; though I have only my 
own conjectures for it: but thoſe, 
added 


[ 203 ] 
added to his, ö 


put the matter beyand all poſſible 
doubt. We were the other night at 
the opera, Sir Edward of our party; 
and who ſhould wWe ſee ãn an- op⸗ 5 
poſite box but the identical Mifs 
Moleſworth, flirting with my very 
| honourable lover, Lord Morland. 1 
knew him, of courſe, at the. firſt 
plance, though, whe the lady was, 
till Sir Edward told me, I knew not. 
| believe we were all four a: little 
embarraſſed at the meeting; and two 


of the four would, I fancy, have 


changed their ſeats without much re- 
gret. His Lordſhip, for inſtance, 
looked as if he would gladly have 
taken that of the charming Edward; 

$86 * and, 


! | 

and, if I miſtake not, | Miſs Moleſ. 
worth would as willingly have filled 
mine: but this you ſee, my dear, 
would by no means have anſwered 
their purpoſe; ſince, by that ma- 


naeeuvre the parties would have re- 


mained in ſatu quo, as to the mate - 
rial article, having only moved from 
one box to another. Do you com- 
prchend me? — I have rather made 
à jumble of it; but let it paſs. 1 
fear my amiable lover, for ſuch he 
now declaredly is, Harriot, perceived 


= a trifling palpitation or ſo in my 


gentle boſom, on his anſwering my 
queſtion of, did he know who that 
brilliant ſigure was oppoſite to us? — 
for the was covered with a profuſion 

2 . of 
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of jewels. No ſooner had he named | 


her, than I felt my face in a glow —- . 


be faw' it, and, with a look which 
inſtantly ſet my fooliſh heart at reſt, 


tenderly preſſed my hand — to bis 


lips he would have preſſed it, I pre- 


ſume, had we been in a leſs publie 


place: but in a few minutes it was 
his turn to feel a like ſenſation, and 
to bear it, too, without receiving ſo 
ſweet a conſolation ; for I could not 
quite ſo decently preſs his. His 
Lordſhip now left his ſparkling com- 
panion, and came over to us. I 

ſhould have told you, it is ſome | 


time ſince he has, by ſome means or 


other, made a kind of acquaintange £ 
with me, though 1 have given him 
| | every 


| = 
5 every reaſon to ſee it is an honour 1 
{et very little value on. It had never 
once entered my head to mention 
him to Sir Edward — what, then, 
muſt he think on ſeeing him addreſs 
me in the eaſy, familiar ſtile of an 
intimate acquaintance; ſo familiarly, 
indeed, that I was aſtoniſned as his 
impertinence — for what, Harriot, 
could be more ſo? I cannot tell you 
| how horridly I was vexed; yet what 
could I do? To have expreſſed my 
reſentment might, perhaps, at once 


have relieved Sir Edward; but might 


t not, alſo, have produced fatal ef · 
ſects? This I feared, and, in order 
to prevent it, was compelled to ſuf- 
fer his provoking aſſiduities for an 


Nn * | age, 


. 
age. At length, he thought proper 
to return to Miſs Moleſworth, who; 
I could perceive, did not receive him 
very graciouſly at firſt; but, in a 
ſhort time it appeared he had made 
his peace, for I ſaw ber chat and 
ſmile as if he had never offended. — 
Not ſo my charming Sir Edward: 
He had, during this ſcene, put on a 
rather ſtately air; conſcious he had 
juſt cauſe, I felt no inclination” to 
play the fool by following his ex- 
ample, but, in as few words as 1 
could, told him all that had paſſed 
between me and his Lordſhip, from 


the moment I firſt beheld him at te 
inn. — © Haw I adore your can»  } 


* n your condeſcending godds 
tt „ nels, 


0 oy ] Wy: 
60 neſs, my lovely Clara,“ cried be, 


with tranſport; forgive me, moſt 
« engaging of your ſex; forgive my 
e petulance — I ought to bave 
« known you better; I ougbt to 
% have ſeen the impertinent cox- 
comb met with no encouragement 


* 


« nay, I did ſee it; yet ſo infa- 
“ tuated was I, I could not” 
Enough, enough, - cried I, giving 
him my hand, as a proof that he 
was forgiven. Do not be too, laviſh 
of your . praiſes, . leſt you ſhould 
ſpoil me; remember I am but a poor 
weak woman. — He preſſed it to his 
lips now, Harriot, though at the ha- 
zard of covering me with confuſion; 
which I wut have been had any 


r mortal 


. 
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mortal obſerved - him. Glad was I 
when the curtain dropped; for Ll own 
to you, I had paid very little atten- 
tion to the performance. Luckily 
my father and aunt had made ample 
amends for our neglect; theirs had 
been fo entirely engroſſed, that they 
knew nothing of what we were either 
ſaying or doing. When we got to 
the door, behold his Lordſhip in 
waiting—l pretended not to ſee him; 
but hurrying through the crowd, 
got into the carriage without his aſ- 
ſiſtance — Sir Edward's was alſo rea- 
dy, and happy was I to ſee it drive 
off with him in it, for till then I had 
not been perfectly at eaſe. He called 
upon me next day, and I then gave 


1 80 J 
him a more minute account of my 
acquaintance with Lord Morland, 
Wie both agreed in his being a worth- 
leſs character. I truſt, however, I. 
at leaft, ſhall have no farther proofs 
of it, What a deſpicable being is a 
hbertine, Harriot, though accom- 
pliſhed and handſome as an angel! 
And really his Lordſhip, who cer- 

tainly comes under that denomina- 
tion, is both in the higheſt degree. 
Of what- nature his impertinent views | | 

are in regard to me, will not admit of 
a doubt. I ſhould be doubly morti- 
tified were it not as evident he be- 
holds every other woman in the 
fame borrid light. As to matrimo- 
= - ny, it is an idea which, I dare ſay, 
> never 


. - mm "a 


\ 
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wy 
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[ 


it in ſovereign contempt. But 


f 
never entered his head, unleſs to hold 


enough of him; he has already oo» 
cupied more place in my letters than 
be is entitled to: for the future, his 
Lordſhip muſt yield that place to the 
charming Edward. I have told 
you, my father abſerves his flattering 
attentions to your Clara with viſible © 
pleaſure; my aunt is delighted with _ 
him; and Mr. Maſon often ſays, he 

was an ideot not to foreſce what 
would happen, having once! intro- 
duced him in Harley ſtreet. He fre- 
quently lectures me with great hu- 
mour for thus diſconcerting all his 
meaſures, and bids me beware how 
[ truſt myſelf within Miſs Moleſs 


worth's - 


11 
worth's reach, who will certainly 
put me to death for robbing her of 
her deſtined lover. What woman of 
ſpirit can bear a mortification of that 
nature with patience? Very few, I 
believe, Harriot; but there is no 
help for misſortunes — bear it ſhe 
muſt, 1 fear; ſince I- find myſelf in 
no humour to reſtore him to her; 
nor am̃ I quite certain he would con- 
ſent to it, could I work myſelf up to 
ſuch an heroic pitch of generoſity.— 
. 
— my dear. handſome and rich 
as ſhe is: — Wich me, it is true, he 


. in juſtice to get a pretty de- 
cent! fortune; my father certainly 


can give it: but it is contrary to his 
prin- 
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principles, you know it is time 
enough, however, to talk of that 
matter. I believe Sir Edward bas 
never yet beſtowed a thought upon 
it; and why ſhould 12 True love, 
like ours, ſoars above ſuch mercena- 
ry conſiderations, child. A tap 
at my door, —— Heavens, Harriot ! 
— would. you believe it? Frank 
has this inſtant popped a billet doux 
into my hand from that vile Lord 
Morland.. The man is mad, ſurely. 
What, in the name of common ſenſe, 
can tempt him to peſter me in this 
very ridiculous manner? But it is 
my beauty, my irreſiſtible charms, 
be tells me, — Wretch I cannot 
expreſs half the indignation I ſeel at 
put this 


bat to preſume I would eneoufage 
fluch inſolent hopes? — Would tothe 


t "i 


this moment; ſw inſulting. bo pro- 


vokingly impertinent, — Is it uftal, 
think-you, for creatures of this ſtamp 
to treat women of family; of fortune 


ia this manner; Harriot? Had he not 


Lord, as Jonee before {aid; 1 TEIN 
4 ſword !— True, he does not eltars 
Iy explain the nature of thoſe hopes: 


but his character is. f well kn wn; 


- 


foro fell to the lor of fem ale, iind 


not flatter myſelf, wonderfully greet 
ad my attractions are, they can have 


 wodught u airägle z] and 2 firäte i 


zitl! 


muſt 
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| muſt be which could inſpire à mind 


like his with ſentiments of honour: 
as eaſily may the Ethiopian change 
bis ſx in, or the leopard his fpots. —< 

And: grant all this could be done, 1 
have no paſſion for a reſormed rake... 
— I shall give Mr. Frank a ſharps 
ſecture, I promiſe him; and ſhould 
he dare to diſobey my orders, I fear, 
however neceſſary I may hitherto 
have ſaund him we muſt part: in- 
deed, he is no longet ſo, ſines my ſa- 
ther. has, never ſhewen the ſtmalleſt 

ſuſpicion in regard te ang detters I . 
receive, and, it is moſt nn 

© winks at a correſpondence he can 
berdhy believe I do not carry on 8 
with my ſiſter. This reflection makes 


me eaſy about it. For once I will 
pardon him; though he could not 
fail to know he was acting wrong, 

ſince the footing Sir Edward is upon 


with me is pretty well known in the 
family: but ſhould he offend: a ſe- 
_ cond time, away he marches. — 
Adieu! I muſt talk to him before my 
| wrath! has time to evaporate, that I 
way do it the more effeQually. — 
Not ſor worlds would I have Sir £d- 
ward inſormed of this affair; for he, 
Harriot, does wear a ſword} — Ab, 
Mp * as; 01% 
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ms . you beſtowor 
your amiable Fanny, Charles, gives | 
me new cauſe: reproach'you.”: You 
cannot doubt the ſinortity bf yp 
friendſhip. un 1, then, withbur = 
conderm, ed you thus involved ini a 
mbſt crbel, and, let me udd, A st 
treachetous piede af buſineſs? NU 
will, perhaps, tell me, I am the | 
mary eauſc of all 'that* has happehed, 
fnoe, but for me, you might ]¹]ᷓk . | 
have heard of the lovely, "infoved 
git lconfeſs there” is more with 
in this charge than 1 c D 
o. I. win; 
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wiſh; yet, had I foreſeen you would 
have cared: things touch unjuſtifi - 
able lengths, never ſhould. you have 
heard of her from me: it was, in- 
deed} in an unguarded bour; ited 
you cannot have forgot, Champaign 
had too much heated our imagina- 
wens, that I gave you the deſcription 
oſ cher charms; Which inſpired you 
with the plan you have but too: ſue- 
Gully put in practice. A thous 

_ Ginſed: my follys yet I thought I 
bew you better than to ſuppoſe. you 
eppable of ſuch . a ſcene of villany,— 


Randon me, my; dear Gharles; had 


nog a: ſincere regard or you, I ODI 
8 e vith 0 much freedoms; 
+68 « iv | 1 860 
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280 ybu Would, in | ſpite ef m7 


could Hay, 0 Kats of the angel, 7 


you called ber; and 4 An angel f 


Ai 1 is, Chatles; the he moſt rigid 38 


not in Juſtice 5 it = But to 1 
done 0 theſe” EK rfl tons, 


le aſk, What it you propoſe ? 


Lovely, engaging, and worthy 45 


gt! 510.1 
ſhe is is of a better fate, it is not in the 


Aut a) 1 Dy 
nature 6 hinge LIM can be happy : 
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were _ power - give, any ad- 
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vice that mig ht be' of "ſervice to oy 
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I ſuppoſe, of her gallant, 1s ada 
returned to England: a len d of 
yours and mine faw ber at: over. 


JIG 


He fays, the looks wre tchdly — in in 
point of health, 1 mea 4 870. 
wonder that, conſidering the Wife 1 ſhe 


has led. All I can facthe tell you 


5} +470 


about ber is, that ſhe was on ber w way 


to London. Make what Uſe" 00 
think proper K this information, — 
| Yo u will tell me, perhaps, "he Yas 


: 915 ght to trouble you, ane Alter 
0 What has paſſed, bas pda 


7 - 


de def fgn. — 1. V be 10 yet, 

a fo 2 bear of "the Topardonabl 

23} 1 ond $0, £4 | 1a A 
ſtep y you þ ave taken, Char es, W 

5 cap ſay 25 _ at 8 rit ike 
2 Nie ber! — 

| a hurry nothing 
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you have left for it, but to fly the 
kingdom. If you can prevail on the 
amiable, the innocent Fanny to ac- 
company you, my advice may, per- 
baps, appear leſs harſh; yet, did I 
not believe you incapabls of incon- 
ſtancy, and that you are really at- 
tached | to her for lite, rather than you 


ſhould convey her ta a foreign land, 


and there forſake her, I ſwear to you, 
I would myſelf reſcue her from your 
| unworthy hands, and place her where 
you ſhould never fee her more. The 
account you bave repeatedly given 
me of her, has ſecured her an intereſt 
in my tendereſt friendſhip. Never 
ſhall ſhe want a protector while I 
wre life, ſhould you be baſe enough 
L 3 a to 


9 0 £9 8 D | poſed 


to et her, feel the want of ane. J. 
log upan my ſelt as hound in honour 
to, dg it; for, have 1, pot, in ſome 
meaſure, been-the fatal cauſe, of her, 
undgipg 2, Avdyagifintereſted.. friend 
the ſhall bnd me, Charles, lovely. and 
engaging, as ſhe is, r Nou, have 
bought, yourſelf into a moſt unſor· 
| tunate adilemma. It, 185 madneſs ) te 
ſuppoſe you could much longer have 
coptinued.in, AhE preſent fitetian | 
lyppoping, your wife hach gemainecin a 
Here: On what: poetence: candy . 
* 1h, Gharles ?, Hithegtg you hayeran-: 
fed, gontrived tg. deceive her by a. 
Rory wbich+I hluſh to think o 
capable. of contriving. This imagi- 
nary uncle of yours cannot he ſup- 


1 
poſed to live for euer: but be ihm 
as it will, is it probable-your:charms 
ing Fanny can eontinue to believe a 
man of your rank, of your fortune; 
would give up: all the joys bf ſocie· 
ty; not to mention yo keeping dar 
thus a kind of. priſoner, with no other 
view u than to ſecure that--wealbhyra 
ſpirit- like yours would certainly de- 
ſpiſe, did any fuch uncle exifit? 3 
Na, no, my dear Charles; leithex:Z 
have formed a wrong idea of the 
much · injured Fanny, or the mut 
ſoon diſcover there id à myſtery un 
your whole conduct, which, though 
ſhe may not be able to exmlain, muſt 
undoubtedly give riſe to a thouſand 
unfavourable conjectures, that W, 
1 of 
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of courſe, wound both her peace of 
mind and your own, Fly, then, 
my dear friend; fly. L ſee nathing 
elſe you can do — to continue in 
England is madneſs; with tonour 
you cannot do it much longer, = If 
you can contrive to conceal from the 
world the guilty ſtep you have taken, 
they may ſtill believe you have nat 
yet forfeited all title to it. From 
my ſonl I pity you both; nay, 1 

even pity you more than 1 can find 
in my heart to blame you — but for 
this one unfortunate blot in your 
character, I know not a more wor- 
thy fellow, I will do you the juſtice 
to declare, what you have often de- 
clared yourſelf, had you met with a 
5 | deſerving 
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deſerving wife, I believe, in my con- 
ſeienee, nature gave you every re- 
ee an toy e 
—— e | 
you, do:not let any degree of ſeve- 
rity you may find in this well · in · 
tended letter prevent you from com» 
b ee for I am moſt 
truly yours. onen 


en henne 
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W. my ddar, Frank has 
proteſted, and vowvd, and alli that 
and ſo he is forgiven. I have 
juſt wrote a4 voluminous! opiſtle to 


my pobr Funny and in ſuch a ſtile 
üs wilt I truſt, diſpel that dejoction, 
which I cannot think of without 
experiencing more pain than I can 


expreſs e itt is ſeruel, it is inhuman 


* 


riot. There ſeems ſomething very 


in Sir Charles to bury the dear crea- 


ture thus — and for what — it is to 


me abſolutely incomprehenſible, Har- 


myſterious in his conduct — ſo un- 
natural, ſo unlike himſelf — True, 
he 


L * ] 

be gives a reaſon for it: but it ig 
certainly a ridiculous one. Were he, 
as I have again and again obſerved; 
wholly dependent on this old ſoul 
of an uncle, it wauld be another af- 
fair; but he is not — and if this. ig 
not the cauſe of his thus living in te- 
tiremeot, why is his wife tobe kept 
a ſtranger to what really is the:cauſe?: 
She: tells me, he is now dejectecd iu 
his turn. Is it not eruel, Hattiot 
if he is, that he will not let her-ſhare! . 
it with him, as, he muſt be ſonſſble, 
ſhe:moſt tenderly: would do? Lam 
diſtreſſed about her more than Ic 
expreſt 3 not that. I can believe there? 
is any great ee it Lay” 
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mean time ec ually painful — I hope, 
however, as I Was laying, my letter 
will amuſe her. I am ſure it will 
give her pleaſure to know haue ſo 
fair a proſpect of happineſs in view—— 
vou, too, Harriot, 1 flatter my ſeif, 
will rejoice, with me, when Itell you, 
the engaging Sir Edward has, With 
my conſent, ſpoke to my father on 
the ſubject, Which he tells me,. and 
which I have every pdiſible reaſon, to 
believe, is neareſt his heart. His pros: 
poſals were ſuch as could not fail to 
meet with a gracious reception: ſor 
he is not only maſter of af fine for - 
tuns, but of a noble, generous heart. 
What ſettlements are to be made, 1 
neither yet know, nor ſhall L ever 
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eare — that generous heatt is wholly 
mine; every thing elſe in life is to- 
tally indifferent to me. Were but 
my Fanny as happy, J ſhould have 
no with ungratified — and ſoon ſhe” 
muſt be ſo I cannot, will not doubt 
it. We went the other night to 
ſee Mrs. Siddons; the houſe, as uſual, 
was moſt intolerably crowded: we 
had got a box, but with more diffi- 
culty than you can conceive.” Aſter 
all; great as ſhe is, Harriot, it is ra - 
ther ridiculous to make quite ſo. much 
the folks here could not die with a 
fafe conſeience, unleſs they had ſeen 
this wonder of wonders; and a Death 
is a being of no ceremony; oſten oui - : 
* | ing 


5 <6 pity on 2 poor fellow: who, till 
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ing when leaſt expected, they all 
evard to gaze upon her at once, leſt 
he ſhould take them unawares. 
Lord Morland, who, on ſome occa- 
ſiens, behaves with as little ceremo- 
nyuas the former, having, it would 
ſeem; ſecured no place, by /horrid-ill 
luck popped his unwelcome: head into 
our box I cannot ſay we had no 
room for him. Ma I preſuine | 
« ſd far. on Miſs :Faulkland's: good: 
4:nature,” crioda he; fqueezing:higks | 
ſelf in, 0 to. hope! ſhe! will take; 


now, has not bern able to finda; 


e tpot: unoccupied??? =I gave my 
Edward à look, by way of :afking; 


What anſwer {ſhould give himig but 


Fs ' — 
477 | he 
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he Had feated-himſelf at my bach 
without waiting for it: it gave me 
leſs pain now, however, than it would 
was perſeQtly.! acquainted with my 

ſentiments; I, therefore, only wade | 
a ſlight bod to his ſpeech/ and gave 

all my attention to Belvidera. + You: 
have heard ſo much on the ſuhjetd o 
her inimitable powers that L:riced! 
only ſay it was tuo much. ĩn all c 
many obeafib is. There hoſſat; li 
Eve's toad, endeavouring tp n 
than thoſe ot her temptr let that! 
T heardithem quite ſo diſti ng ia au 
our thy ſhediby;nduut L had; ſhould 
do 1, 1 


5: 


I 
J. I truſt, have ſo implicitly follow 
ed them; they were conveyed in gen- 
tle whiſpers through his white teeth 
— * Angel — Divinity — Enchant- 


«- with ſuch killing indifference on a 
man who adores you,“ & &c. 
rung in my averted ear during the 
whole performance. How did b\wiſh 
he had been born dumb, or that J. 
could have deen deaf for a while; 
yet; for my life, 1:durſt not appear 
uneaſy, left my Edward ſhould have 
| thought proper to reſent his beha« 
viour. It is this apprehenſion which 
has compelled me to bear, as: I have 
n done, with — 

: which 


ing — For pity's ſake look not 


E WW HÞ- - 
| which: he is, no doubt, encouraged 
to perfevere, I am everlaſtingly in 
terrors leſt they ſhould ſome day or 
other meet, and a quarrel enſue. He 
afſects to be blind to my engagement 
with Sir Edward, though, as it is 
now publicly talked of, he can be no 
ſtranger to it. I ſhall be obliged,. 
Harriot, to indulge him, by comply» 
ing with his preſſing entreaty for an 
early; day, merely to get quit of this 
vile wretch's importunities, to tell 
you the truth. He is, after! all, ra- 
ther a ſilly creature, my dear; for he 
makes uſe of this very plea to fright- 
en me into it : often declaring. ii I do 
not, he muſt call him to account, as 
he neither can, nor will ſuffer meta 


LA 
be thus teazed — A cvery diſtant one 
i wilh not be, I fancy ; for to what 
purpoſe would it be to make an un- 
neceſſary buſtle about doing the very 
thing which would cauſe me to ex- 
pire were any unfqreſeen aceident to 
prevent. I have no idea of ſuch aus 
and graces; he is the: man of mS 
choice the man after my o] heart i 
nay; verily believe he knows it too. 
Ta what; purpoſe, tien, 1 ſay, aſſect 
dizolactapes which I do not feel: — 1 
onm, I ſhould like to defer the cere- 

mony till Lcould have my Fanny's 
company not merely ſor the ſake 
of; her company neither; but, I mean, 
till I was thereby aſſured all her trou- 
bles were at an, end. This I have 
urged 


[as] 
urged, He approves; ihe-praiſes-nj# 
affectionate ſentiments z yetunurmurs;/ 
nevertheleſs: but I think I ſhall eons: 
trive to prevail ſon a few weeks de- 
lay:s my heart is ſet on it. Once 
cer tain of her felicity, 4 will, with: 
one of my very beſt ſmiles, preſent 
him my hand without farther cercs' 
mony but, till then, I. cannot do ĩt! 
ſa cheerfully as I could wiſh. Cun 
you wonder at it.: Harriot r ure 
IV yu cannot, knowing, as ydu. du 
how tenderly I love ber. For hep! 
lake, as well as for my engaging, my! 
impatient Edward's, I hope her next 
letter will bring me more; pleaſing» - 
intelligence than! her laſt, > Miſat 
t „ „„ Adale$e-2 


36 J 
Moleſwortk, 1 hear, alſects to ſpeak 
with the utmoſt coldneſs and indiffe. 
' rence of her faithleſs lover; yet, in 
fact, he never had addreſſed her i in 
that character; for the very day my 
propitious ſtars brought him to me, 
was the firſt time of her ſeeing bim. 
Still, L grant, ſhe has ſome reaſon to 
feel mortified, ſince ſhe knew it was 
intended by their parents he ſhould in 
due time aſſume it. For my own 
part, I very fincerely wiſh ſhe had 
beheld him with that indifference ſhe 
* pretends — it was not poſſible ſhe 
could, indeed ; nor does that woman 
exiſt, I am (perſuaded, Who could 
more than herſelf; for he is, Har- 


riot, 


+” TW 
riot, elegant, lovely, accompliſhed — 
and, in fine, all my heart can defire. : 
— And thus let me finiſh his enco- 
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mium as well as my epiſtle, — 
4 iti VE 
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Yours, 


CLARA FAVLELAND 
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